Acklington Parish Council

The following is a summary of matters arising from the recent meeting of Acklington Parish Council (Wednesday 7th May 2008) 
Play area
The Ministry of Justice has indicated that it may be willing to provide an area of land for a children’s playground in Acklington. In a response to a letter from the parish council the Ministry, which owns the open spaces within the main housing estate, said it would be willing to work with the council to identify a suitable area of land. The parish council will now consult with Acklington Community Team, the Youth Forum and Alnwick District Council before entering into discussions with the Ministry over the amount of land required and its location. 
Election of officers   
Councillor Jeff Newton was re-elected as the council chairman. Councillor Eddie Critchlow was re-elected as vice chairman. 

Village of the Year
Councillor John Davison reported that the recent judging day for the Calor Village of the Year Competition had been a huge success. While it was likely to be well into the summer before the outcome of the competition is announced, the village had put on an excellent display for the judges who clearly recognised the strength of community spirit. The chairman thanked all members of the council who had helped to prepare the village for the judging day.  Councillor Leonard Welch proposed a special vote of thanks for Councillor Davison in recognition for his leading role in co-ordinating the competition entry, a proposal that was unanimously supported by all the councillors.
Power supply

It was reported there had been no further problems with electricity cuts following the parish council’s recent complaint to CE Electric over the frequency with which people living in Acklington village were losing their supply. The company responded to the complaint by clearing tree branches which posed any risk to overhead lines during stormy weather. 
Coal road access
The parish council has approached UK Coal with a request that the former coal haulage road is opened to members of the public. While the road is often used by walkers and cyclists, it is privately owned with no public right of way. The parish council has asked UK Coal if the section of road between Field House Farm and the main public road could be opened to walkers. The company said it would consider the request as part of its ongoing discussions with Northumberland County Council over the long-term future of the road. 
Speeding

Police are to step up speed checks in Acklington as a result of continuing concerns over the speed of vehicles through the village. While the two traffic chicanes at each end of the village have helped to alleviate the problem, some drivers continue to flout the speed limit – particularly when they are entering or leaving the 30mph zone. 
Household survey
Councillors are reviewing the findings of the recent household survey in which people living in the parish were asked for their views on a range of issues. Initial findings indicate that most people regard the parish as an “excellent” or “good” place to live. However, the survey also revealed concerns over a number of issues, such as the condition of roads and footpaths and public transport provision. The council is now making enquiries with Arriva about improving the bus service and whether it would be possible to bring buses into the village itself, instead of stopping at the eastern end of the village as they do at the moment.  
Commemorative plaque

A plaque dedicated to the memory of former parish councillor Arthur Lamb has been attached to the bench at the west end of the village. The plaque commemorates Councillor Lamb’s work during his many years as a parish councillor and member of the community prior to his untimely death in 2006. 
Castington Work Parties
Inmates from YOI Castington may soon be working for the benefit of the local community. The parish council has been asked whether it would be willing to provide projects for small supervised working parties. Councillor Critchlow, who received the request, said the working parties would consist of three inmates under close supervision. It was agreed that work could be found within the parish, such as painting of the village hall and maintenance of the Millennium Walk. It was agreed to accept the offer from Castington, subject to further discussion over possible projects.   
The next meeting of the parish council will take place at 7.30pm, on Tuesday 1st July, in Acklington Village Hall.
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