Acklington Parish Council

The following is a summary of matters arising from the recent meeting of Acklington Parish Council (Tuesday 4th September 2007) 
Village of the Year

Parish councillors have welcomed news that Acklington has been named as Northumberland’s top village. Acklington clinched this prestigious county title following a presentation by parish councillor John Davison to a panel of judges. The presentation covered various aspects of village life and in particular its community activity and quality of life of residents. In spite of tough competition from Wylam and Norham (the other short listed finalists) the title of “Calor Village of the Year for Northumberland 2007” was awarded to Acklington. The village will now go forward to the national stage of the competition. 
Conservation Area

Acklington Parish Council has supported proposals for a Conservation Area for Guyzance. The hamlet was one of ten locations within Alnwick district that were considered for Conservation Area status, the purpose of which is to preserve and enhance the character of an area. Two options were put forward: a Conservation Area limited to Guyzance, including Guyzance Hall and West House, or a wider Conservation Area which would incorporate the remains of the Priory, Dye House, Mill House, Brainshaugh House and the site of the original medieval settlement. Following a lengthy debate about the benefits and drawbacks of Conservation Area status, the parish council decided to support Conservation Area status. Councillors felt it was important to preserve the landscape around Guyzance as well as the buildings within it, for which reason it was decided to support the wider of the two proposed areas. 
Note: subsequent to the parish council meeting, Alnwick District Council opted for a Conservation Area limited to Guyzance, Guyzance Hall and West House, not one covering a wider area.
Co-option

Three new members have been co-opted to the parish council. Acklington residents Alison Sharp (Acklington village), Tommy Corson (Churchill Way) and Chris Hall (Dairy Court) will fill three vacancies which have existed since the election in May. 
They will take their seats at the next meeting and remain in office for the remaining term of the council (until May 2011). 
Play area

The parish council is to seek the support of Alan Beith MP in its search for a site for a play area. The parish council is particularly interested in the areas of land within Acklington’s housing estate which belong to the Home Office. However, efforts to raise the matter with the Home Office have so far been unsuccessful and it is hoped Mr Beith’s involvement may progress matters. Meanwhile, a response is still awaited from Northumberland Estates about whether it would be willing to provide an amenity area along side the Village Hall. 

Planning

Plans have been submitted for extensive alternations to West House at Guyzance.  The proposals include the removal of an indoor swimming pool and addition of a two-storey extension more in keeping the architectural style of the building. A tennis court would also be constructed in the grounds of the house. Several councillors expressed surprise at the extent of the alternations but it was agreed that these were in keeping the appearance and character of the building. It was therefore agreed to offer no objections.

The parish council was also asked for its comments on proposals to partly rebuild a cottage at Brainshaugh House and carry out internal alternations to 2 Dye House. It was agreed that neither presented any grounds for objection. 

Traffic calming

Plans for a second traffic chicane for Acklington village are progressing. County councillor Jeff Watson reported that Northumberland County Council had agreed to fund the chicane, to be located at the west end of Acklington village. It was previously thought the cost would have to be met by Councillor Watson using his member’s budget. Councillor Watson said the plans for the chicane had been finalised and a consultation exercise would be undertaken shortly. It was agreed that this could be restricted to residents living nearest to the location of the proposed chicane. The chairman placed on record his thanks to Councillor Watson for helping to secure an additional chicane. 

Dog waste bin

Efforts to secure a new dog waste bin for Acklington village appear to have finally paid off. Alnwick District Council has agreed to provide a bin at the western end of the village if the parish council covers half the cost. Previous requests for a bin have been unsuccessful on the grounds that the village already had its quota. However, the district council has agreed to provide a bin on a shared cost basis following the intervention of district councillor John Hobrough. The bin will be located at the western end of the village, somewhere between the village hall and the edge of the 30mph zone. 

The next meeting of the parish council will take place on Tuesday 6th November, 7.30pm, at Acklington Village Hall.
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