Meeting of 4th March 2008

Enid Carr
After 22 years of loyal service as clerk to Acklington Parish Council, Enid Carr has retired for a well earned rest. All councillors wished Enid well and thanked her for her hard work for her contribution over the previous two decades. As a gesture of its gratitude, the council presented Enid with a bouquet of flowers and an original watercolour of Acklington village by resident artist Charles Evans. The council also welcomed its new clerk, Lisa Hamlin, to her first meeting. Lisa has considerable experience of parish council work and is clerk to a number of other parish councils. Lisa can be contacted on 01670 783495 or emailed at lisa.hamlin@onetel.com 
 
 Playground
 Long running efforts to secure land for a children’s playground in Acklington have taken a step forward. Enquiries with the Land Registry have revealed that the open areas of land within Acklington’s housing estate are owned by the Ministry of Justice, not the Home Office as previously thought. This includes the open areas of land on Churchill Way and St Omer Road. Efforts will now be made to enter into discussions with the Ministry of Justice over whether it would be willing to release land for a playground. 
 
 Coal road
 The parish council is to consult with Northumberland County Council over whether part of the old coal haulage road to the south of the village could be opened to the public as a footpath and cycleway. The road is privately owned and is not a right of way, although it is regularly used by walkers and cyclists. Councillor Alison Sharpe said that several residents had asked why the coal road could not be used to the benefit of the community. It was agreed to raise the matter with the county’s rights of way officer. 
 
 Village of the Year Competition 
 Councillor John Davison provided the council with an update on Acklington’s entry in the Calor Village of the Year competition. Having already secured first place in the Northumberland stage of the competition, Acklington is now vying with around 40 other villages around the UK for the national title. The competition judges will be visiting the parish on Thursday 17th April when they will be given a tour of the village.  There will also be activities and displays in the village hall, including one by the parish council. Preparations for the visit will include a tidy-up day on Saturday 5th April to ensure the village is at its best. Volunteers should meet at the village hall at 10am. Gloves and bags will be provided. All are welcome. 
 
 New bench
 The parish council has taken delivery of a new seating bench donated by HMP Acklington. Thought is now being given as to be best location for it. One of the possible sites being considered is the grass triangle alongside Inglenook. 
 
 Acklington online
 A new website for Acklington parish is expected to go live in the next few weeks. Councillor Davison said work on the site was progressing well and it would be of interest to both residents and visitors. It will feature a wide range of information about activities and organisations, including the parish council, and a considerable amount of information about the parish itself. Construction of the website is being overseen by Acklington Community Team and is funded with grant aid from Alnwick District Council. It is hoped the site will be up and running by the end of March. 
 
 Electricity supply
 Parish councillors have expressed deep concern over repeated interruptions to Acklington’s electricity supply. The western end of the village has been most badly affected with a spate of power cuts over recent weeks. However, other parts of the village and the parish have also experienced problems. It was agreed to contact CE Electric UK which has responsibility for maintaining the supply infrastructure and find out why the village was being so badly hit. (Note: this issue has since been reported in the Northumberland Gazette of 13th March). 
 
 Traffic speed
 Concerns have been raised over the ongoing problem of drivers speeding through Acklington village. Councillor Leonard Welch said that the chicane at the eastern end of the village had led to an increase in traffic speed, rather than a reduction. It was agreed to report the matter to the police to find out what further action could be taken. The police would also be asked to attend a future parish council meeting. 
 
 Next meeting
 Acklington Parish Council will hold its annual general meeting on Wednesday 7 May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to attend and there will be an opportunity to ask questions. 
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