Acklington Parish Council

The following is a report of matters discussed at the most recent meeting of Acklington Parish Council (Tuesday 3rd March).
New councillors

Two new councillors have been formally co-opted onto the parish council. Lesley Craig, who lives in Guyzance, and Garry Budge, from Acklington, were appointed following a selection process in which five applicants were interviewed for two vacant positions. 
30mph speed limit

A request to extend the 30mph speed zone on the southerly approach into Acklington village has been turned down. The parish council was hoping the 30mph zone could be extended so cars travelling on the C107 from the direction of Acklington prison would be required to slow down well before reaching the edge of the village. However, highways officials have declined the request, claiming that extending the 30mph zone beyond the village would not be possible under current national guidelines. 

A1 junction

A number of improvements are to be made to the A1 junction at Hazon, near Guyzance, in an effort to improve safety. These will initially include better road signs and anti skid surfacing and may include a widening of the central reservation, depending on whether land ownership issues can be resolved. The improvements follow the tragic deaths of three people in a collision. Councillors had been feared the junction may have been at least partially closed as a safety measure, although this appears to have been ruled out.  
Allotments

Efforts to find land suitable for allotments have been put on hold. The parish council has been looking the possibility of providing allotments after it was suggested at a previous meeting that there may be demand within the parish for allotment plots, particularly in the current economic climate. As the parish council does not own any land it made an initial approach to Northumberland Estates, only to be advised that no suitable land was currently available.
Local government reorganisation

The parish council has bid farewell to district councillor John Hobrough who will be standing down from public duties following the abolition of Alnwick District Council. Cllr Hobrough, a regular attendee at parish council meetings, said the demise of the district council would be a loss for parish councils with which it had worked well over the years. He also expressed concerns over the negative impact on democratic representation and the likelihood that parish councils would be forced to assume additional responsibility, otherwise the new government structure would not work. The parish council collectively thanked Cllr Hobrough for his help and support on parish matters. 
Hadston children’s nursery

The parish council is to add its voice to growing protests over the loss of nursery provision in Hadston. The nursery, which is widely used by local families, including several living in Acklington, is due to close in July due to loss of funding. The closure of the nursery, which provided day and after school care for children with working parents, has prompted widespread protest. Councillors expressed unanimous disappointment over the loss of the provision and agreed to make a formal objection to Northumberland County Council.
Accident & emergency

The possibility that people living in the Acklington area could be forced to travel to Cramlington for accident & emergency treatment has raised concern among parish councillors. Under recently announced proposals, A&E provision could be moved from Wansbeck Hospital in Ashington to a new emergency centre to be built close to the A19 at Cramlington. It was agreed that the new hospital would be too far for people living in the Acklington area. The parish council agreed to monitor developments with a view to participating in future public consultations.
Hedge cutting

A formal complaint is to be made over the condition of hedges at the western end of Acklington. Councillors expressed dismay that the hedges had been severely cut back and expressed concerns that permanent damage may have been caused from which the hedges may not recover. It was also noted that the hedge cutter had left behind a large amount of debris and churned up the grass verge. 
Guyzance Hall

A marketing campaign to promote Guyzance Hall as a wedding venue, conference centre, luxury holiday accommodation and film set has been met with surprise by parish councillors. The historic hall and grounds, which changed hands last year following its sale by previous owner Sir Anthony Milburn, is currently advertised on the internet for a range of uses. The new owners also offer a helicopter service or butler-driven Bentley for guests arriving via Newcastle Airport. It was also reported that contractors had been working on site for several weeks, although it was unclear what work was being carried out. Councillors questioned whether using the hall for commercial purposes amounted to change of use for which planning consent was required. It was agreed to make enquiries with planning officials. 
New post box

A request is to be made for an additional post box for Acklington with a suggestion it be located at the eastern end of the village, adjacent to the bus stop. 

Next meeting
Wednesday 6th May 2009, 7.30pm, Acklington Village Hall (Annual General Meeting followed by regular meeting). Members of the public are welcome to attend.
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