Acklington Parish Council

At its recent meeting (Tuesday 1st November), Acklington Parish Council discussed the following matters:

The meeting opened with a discussion about a recent planning application for change of use on land in Acklington village from agricultural to horse grazing. The applicant, Susan Beverley, informed members that the application for change of use of the land along Acklington Road had been made at the request of Alnwick District Council, even though it was already used for this purpose. The permission would last for five years, following which it would have to be renewed. 
The meeting was informed that three new noticeboards for the parish were now on order: two from Acklington Prison and a third from the housing developer, N B Clark, which is currently building new houses within the village. 

The chairman informed councillors that since the last meeting he had met with officers from Northumberland County Council to discuss the ongoing speeding problem through Acklington. The possibility of obtaining a solar-powered speed sign had now been ruled out as the village did not satisfy the necessary criteria. However, the highways authority had agreed to consider the feasibility of road “build outs” at the east end of Acklington and the west end of North Broomhill to slow traffic speed.

A long discussion took place over recent complaints from residents about an apparent increase in aircraft activity over the parish, particularly in the vicinity of Acklington village. The complaints were invariably about noise created by single engined aircraft flying at relatively low altitude. It was agreed to contact Eshott aerodrome in the first instance (Important note: it has since been established that the aircraft concerned at not based at Eshott and are travelling from further afield).

The chairman reported that the parish plan was now completed and ready for printing, following which copies would be forwarded to relevant agencies. Attention will now switch to objectives contained within the report. Top priority would be looking for potential locations for a multi-purpose recreation area and children’s play equipment.

The meeting was addressed by Acklington resident Len Welch regarding his recent application to Northumberland County Council to have the road behind Inglenook closed to vehicles while remaining a right of way for walkers and horse-riders. After a lengthy discussion the parish council re-affirmed an earlier decision that it could not support such an application. 

The discussion turned to finance. It was agreed that the parish precept should be increased from its current level of £3,200 to £3,500 for the 2006/07 financial year to help fund a number of initiatives contained within the parish plan. It was agreed to make the usual annual donation of £200 to St John’s Church. The council also agreed to make a contribution of £100 towards the cost of a photocopier to be purchased by Acklington Community Team.

As part of other business councillor Trevor Morris raised a number of issues relating to horse-riding around Acklington village. It was agreed to distribute a leaflet among local paddock users to politely ask for their co-operation in keeping the village tidy.  

Councillor Yvonne Vickers said the flower tubs rented from Alnwick District Council had now been removed from the village as the lease period had come to an end. She said it was yet to be decided whether they would be leased from the district council again next year. Several councillors spoke in favour of the community buying its own flower tubs.

There was also a discussion about whether the parish council should run a “garden in bloom” competition next year and present an award to the owner of the best garden in the parish. It was agreed to consider this further.

Date of next meeting: 3rd January 2006.

