
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at 7.40pm 

on Wednesday 12 May 2010 in Acklington Village Hall

Present:  Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, G Orr, Mrs A Sharpe and L Welch 

                County Councillor Watson

                The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	1.
	Council officers - election

Election of Chairman:  Cllr Sharpe proposed Cllr Newton, seconded by Cllr Budge and unanimously agreed by the Council.  

Election of Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Orr proposed Cllr Critchlow, seconded by Cllr Sharpe and unanimously agreed by the Council.

	2.
	Apologies for Absence:  None

	3.
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda – Cllrs Critchow & Sharpe on item 7c.

	4.
	The minutes of the meeting 1 March 2010 were agreed and signed as a true record.

	5.
	Standing Item – Public Questions - None

	6.
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 2 March 2010:

65 Year Anniversary of Guyzance Tragedy  The Clerk confirmed that an event could be held annually but has to be organized locally.  CC Watson stated if a future event to be held then Revd Canon Janet Brearley be invited to attend.
Play Area Update  The Ministry of Justice has agreed to either transfer the land or lease the land and this will hopefully be completed by the end of May at the latest.  Playbuilder set a date of 15 May for this to be completed but now have been informed that this will not be possible.  A consultation has taken place with residents and a preferred supplier has been asked for amend their design to incorporate the suggestions from this consultation.  One concern was dogs being able to access the site.  The Parish Council has the powers to ban dogs from areas and this should be implemented at the play area.  Playbuilder has also moved the deadline for completion of the entire scheme from 31 March to 31 December so works will have to start as soon as the land issue is finalized.  CC Watson stated that “Slow – Children Playing” signs should be installed and he could arrange this.  Cllr Barras asked about inspections on the site, the Clerk confirmed annual inspections would take place by a safety organization.
War Memorial Update  Revd Canon Janet Brearley has responded to the request for repairs to be undertaken on the Lych Gate at the entrance to St John’s Church.  Some works have been undertaken over the years but there are no immediate plans for the Lych Gate which is a memorial to those who died in the 1914-18 war.  The Church would be happy to work in partnership with the Parish Council in sharing responsibility and cost of maintenance of the Parish War Memorial.  The Clerk informed the Parish Council that there is a War Memorial Trust who may be able to help out financially.  It was agreed details be sent to the Church.
Grit Bins  NCC have not yet undertaken the assessment of County grit bins however this is due to take place over the coming months and the Parish Council requests for additional grit bins has been forwarded to NCC.  The Clerk was informed that two of the grit bins are actually prison issued and maintained.
Road Resurfacing  NCC are undertaking road repairs throughout the County and will have all major pot holes filled by mid-May. They will then be assessing the roads for patching and resurfacing.  Requests have been put forward for Churchill Way along with patches or roads through the parish that are causing concern.  CC Watson has been asked by NCC to nominate four urgent work schemes within his area. He identified  the road from Guyzance Mill down to the Bridge and the road up to Guyzance Hall as being in urgent need of repair, as well as two in schemes in the Warkworth area.  It was also noted that the pot holes on the road up to Guyzance are still causing concern along with road subsidence, Clerk to contact NCC to request works be carried out. 
Alnwick Fruit and Nuts Tree Order  All money had been allocated for trees when the request was submitted by the Parish Council however they are hoping to gain more funds and will contact the Parish Council should money become available.
Black Poplar Tree update  The Tree advisor from NCC has stated that the black poplar is a rare tree as it is not a hybrid.  The area will be fenced off around the tree to prevent children playing beneath the canopy.  There are some issues of dead wood and disease on this tree, it is likely that it will decline and in the future may have to be felled due to these problems NCC will not put a TPO on the tree.  The school is intending to source and plant a try black poplar to replace this tree in the event of its future loss.  Northumberland Wildlife Trust is also looking to obtain cuttings from this tree.
Hard Core Track and Renovation Works at old barn between Guyzance and Bank House  Covered under planning.

	7.
	Requested Agenda Items

a.   Parish Councillor Vacancy  - Cllr Newton informed the Parish Council that Cllr Davison had written to him informing him of his intention to resign from the Parish Council.  Cllr Newton informed the Parish Council and stated that Cllr Davison would be a loss to the Parish Council after 30 years of service.   At this point Cllr Welch stated as there was a vacancy he wanted an election to take place.  The Clerk informed him that 10 residents would have to write to the Election Officer for this to take place and if an election was to go ahead it would cost the Parish Council in the region of £5k, this is above the annual precept figure and would have significant financial implications on the Parish Council as they would not be able to afford this.  Cllr Welch stated he was not concerned about this and he would push for an election regardless.  The Clerk informed Cllr Welch this would have an impact on not just the finances of the Parish Council but would have an impact on the building of the children’s’ play area as money ring fenced for this would then have to be released to pay election costs.  Cllr Welch stated that was not his concern and he still wanted an election.  At this point Cllr Davison stated if Cllr Welch was to push the issue of an election he would not resign.  Cllr Welch stated he could not change his mind.  At this point the Clerk suspended the meeting to seek legal clarification.
The Clerk spoke with NALC to clarify the situation and as Cllr Davison had not put in a written resignation, only an intention to resign, as long as Cllr Davison wrote to the Chairman stating he no longer intended to resign then there would be no vacancy within the Parish Council.  Cllr Welch stated that he was unhappy with this outcome and regarded it as an abuse of process. The clerk assured Cllr Welch that the correct procedure had been followed based on legal advice. Cllr Welch also made a number of comments which called into question the Parish Council’s integrity.  The Clerk and Chairman warned Cllr Welch that he should be mindful of the comments his is making and requested the meeting be moved on.
b.   Village Hall Status – Cllr Critchlow informed the Parish Council that the Village Hall management committee intended to undertake major work in the region of £40-50k.  It has been agreed that the Parish Council will submit the planning application as this reduces the fees. The Village Hall Committee has also asked if the Parish Council would consider becoming holding trustees of the Village Hall.  This would eliminate the need to keep changing the current holding trustees who are individuals as when they are no longer able to be trustees there is a cost involved to change names.  This would not put extra burden or responsibility onto the Parish Council it would just reduce long term costs for the Village Hall.  The question was raised as to whether the Parish Council could still donate to the Village Hall on an annual basis and the Clerk confirmed there would be no issue with this.

Cllrs Critchlow and Sharpe left the meeting whilst a decision was being made to avoid any conflict of interest.

The Parish Council agreed to act as trustees and will write to the Village Hall Committee to confirm this decision.

Cllrs Critchlow and Sharpe rejoined the meeting.

c.   Red Squirrel Signs – Cllr Craig told of a death of a red squirrel at the top end of Guyzance village and requested that squirrel signs be placed at each end of the Village.  The Clerk informed the Council that signs could be sought if there were suitable locations for them to be placed.   It was agreed to purchase two signs for each end of the village if a location could be identified for location on private land.  Clerk and Cllr Craig to liaise on this issue.
d.   Clerks Contract  - This was agreed and signed.

	8.
	Report by County Councillor 
CC Watson reported that residents had raised concern about the speeding along the road past The Railway pub as it is being well used by the villagers.  A request was made for a 30mph limit here however NCC cannot agree to this due to legal constraints however they have agreed to look at the feasibility of making this a 40mph zone from the village up to The Mart.

CC Watson informed the planners of the advertising sign at Cavil Head Farm being installed without permission.  The planning application has since been received by the Parish Council.

The Black Bridge at Warkworth is about to be opened, improvements to the road were undertaken when the bridge works were done.  There will be an official opening.

CC Watson was pleased to see the new footpath has now been completed.  The Parish Council thanked him for his tireless work on getting this path installed.

Cllr Orr asked is the pathway from the Village to the Railway Inn would be redone.  Cllr Watson stated that this would not be undertaken for some time however repair works could be requests – Clerk to contact NCC.

	9.
	Reports from Councillors on meetings attended
None to report.

	10.
	Finance
a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account at 6 May 2010 is £10,207.27.

b.  Payments and Receipts

The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000236

Felton Parish Council – Stationery and Book

7.50

000237

L Hamlin – April hours

55.50

000238

NALC Membership

87.68

The first half of the precept of £1,750 has been received.

c.  Annual Accounts
i.   Approval Statement of Accounts 

     The Council reviewed and unanimously approved the Statement of Accounts

ii.  Approval of Statement of Assurance

     The Council reviewed and unanimously approved The Statement of Assurance.

	11.
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions: 
A/2010/0040 – Brainshaugh House, Brainshaugh – Conversion of former stable/feed storage for use as garage - APPROVED

A/2010/0082 - Railway Inn - Change of use for 26 touring caravans - APPROVED
b.  To consider any planning matters:
A/2010/0020 - Guyzance Hall - Change of use from residential to residential and function – no further information has been received however it is believed it will be discussed at Committee.

A/2010/0130 - Cavil Head - Free standing board – objections have been submitted.

A/2010/0132 - Hemmel land South of Bank House - Restore Hemmel - add camping.   A general permitted development order was given for the track and development of the barn for agricultural use however the building is now classed as being in breach of plans making it an unauthorized building as it differs “materially” from the plans and the agents have been contacted by the Enforcement Officer on this issue.  This therefore resulted in the planning application being submitted.  The Parish Council has raised concerns over the time scale of the use of the camping facilities.

	12.
	Correspondence Received
· Boundary Committee – Electoral Review of Northumberland – there is no impact on Acklington Parish Council following this final review.


· CAN Spring Meeting – 13 May at 2pm in Longhorsley Village Hall – Cllr Welch will be attending.

· Alnwick Area Forum – 17 May at 7pm in Council Chambers, Alnwick – Cllr Welch will be attending.

· NALC Special General Meeting – 18 May at 7pm in St James Church Hall, Morpeth – Cllr Welch will be attending.

· NALC Councillor Training – Cllrs Newton and Critchlow to attend Chairmans Training.

· NALC Training – 26 May – all day – Clerk and Cllr Welch are attending.

· Ellington Juniors FC – Donation request – no donation made.

· Northumberland Theatre Company – Donation request – no donation made.

	13.
	Items for Circulation
CAN News

Clerk & Councils Direct

Rock Report


	14.
	Requests for next agenda
Publication in Gazette and Pelican of Parish Council News (TC)

Names and details of Councillors in the notice boards (LW)

Parish Council representation at external meetings (JN/Clerk)

	15.
	Urgent Items
· Cllr Corson reported that garden waste is being dumped at Bunny Lane.  Clerk to inform NCC.

· Cllr Corson informed the Council that the top end of Millennium Walk now has a style in place for access and a sign has been put up informing walkers of the Right of Way from Millennium Walk to Togston Hall.

· Cllr Critchlow informed the Parish Council that he is meeting with Tony Derbyshire, Rights of Way Officer for NCC to go through the issues raised by the Parish Council on RoW in the Parish.

· Cllr Sharpe stated she has bedding plants that were donated by the Prison which can be used for bedding plants in the village – they are being grown on at present.

· The benches in the village need some repairs and painting works undertaken on them.  Cllrs agreed to undertake this work together.



Chairman closed the meeting at  9.15pm


Next meeting:  Tuesday 6 July at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall







