ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – Sept 2010

Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, G Orr, 
                    A Sharpe and L Welch 
                    The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	01
	Apologies for Absence:  County Councillor Watson

	02
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda:  Cllr Critchlow in Planning A/2010/0293 and A/2010/0311

	03
	The minutes of the meeting 6/7/2010 were agreed and signed as a true record.

	04
	Standing Item – Public Questions - None

	05
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 6 July 2010:

Item 19 – Play area update.  NCC confirmed that it would continue with Playbuilder funding despite the money now not being ring fenced.  Two days later confirmation came from the new coalition Government that all work on projects should stop as the Department of Education may use the Playbuilder funding to contribute towards the budget savings it is required to make.  Further information from DofE would be forthcoming at the end of August which would be relayed to NCC who would then contact Playbuilder projects.  In the meantime petitions have been sent to the government requesting the continuation of Playbuilder and the Clerk has responded to these petitions on behalf of the Parish Council.  No further news has been received to date on what is to happen with the funding.  Cllr Sharpe has written to Rt Hon Sir Alan Beith who has received a letter from Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP which states that Local Authorities will know the outcome of any allocations by the end of August.
Item 20 – War Memorial – Cllr Barras reported he has been in contact with the N.E. War Memorials group and also has a meeting arranged with the vicar.

Item 21 – Grass on A1.  The Clerk has put in a request for cutting of the grass on the central reservations and also at junctions of the A1.

Item 24 – Publication in Gazette and Pelican – An article has been put into the Pelican and copies of the minutes sent to the Gazette and areas of interest have been included within the newspaper.

Item 24 – Bench Vandalism – The Prison has been contacted and they are willing to look at the bench to see if it can be repaired.  Arrangements to be finalised for delivery of the bench to the prison by Cllrs Critchlow and Budge.  Prices for the benches installed in Togston were sought and the benches cost of £623.    

Item 27 – Defra agreement details on pathway by Village Hall – The Clerk confirmed that access to this area ends in September 2012.  Cllr Newton suggested a meeting be arranged with the new owner of Cavil Head to discuss various issues where the owner and the Parish Council can be of mutual support to each other.

	06
	Report by County Councillor 
None

	07
	Finance
a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account £9,741.65

b.  Payments and Receipts

The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000243

L Hamlin

161.74


A question was raised as to whether there is an issue with the ring fenced money that the Parish Council holds.  The Clerk reassured the Parish Council that this money can continue to be ring fenced for the play area whether it progresses through Playbuilder or an alternative funder.

	08
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:
A/2010/0243 - Guyzance Hall - Courtyard, patio and external door widening - APPROVED 

A/2010/0290 - Bank House Cottage - loft conversation and internal alterations - APPROVED
b. To consider any planning matters:

A/2010/0293 -11 Bank House Farm - Orangery to rear of property

A/2010/0296 - Cavil Head - Signage

A/2010/0311 - Bank House Farm - Recreation Facilities

Concerns have been raised about the recent premises license that has been applied for by Guyzance Hall.  The Parish Council is not normally consulted on license applications however they can forward comments for consideration.  It was agreed the Clerk contact NCC to raise the following objections 1.  Section M supply of alcohol the hours state 11am until midnight but on commencement of BTS one hour to be added to finishing time.  2.  Objections due to noise nuisance.  3.  Question why Guyzance Hall has been operating for the last year without a license.

	09
	Requested Agenda Items

Disposal Policy - The Clerk had circulated the disposal policy for Councillors to review.  It was agreed to adopt this policy and also to archive materials as per the policy.

	10
	Correspondence Received
· NCC – Local Transport Plan 2011/12 – two items have already been completed on this list.  Priorities to be set as 1. C100 subsidence, 2 Footpath to Railway Inn, 3.  Re-surfacing of Churchill Way. Also to be added is the request for 20mph limit on the main housing estate in Acklington.

· Alnwick Magistrates Court – The Councillors signed the petition to keep the Magistrates Court open and also the Clerk to write a letter of support.

· McInerney Homes – Building Better Communities – It was felt there was no requirement to invite McInerney Homes to discuss how the PC could look to supply affordable housing as this is not something the PC are able to instigate.

· Finchdale Training College – Donation Request – No donation to be given.

· No need for Nuclear Power Stations request to write to MPs to request a review into the need for power stations – no action to be taken.

· RAF Boulmer Parade – to take place on Thursday 23 September starting at 12.35 in Manchester Street and finishing at the Town Hall at 1pm

· NCC Joint Parish Council meeting – 11 October at 6pm in Council Chambers County Hall – 2 reps per PC allowed

· Alnwick Area Forum – Housing Event on Tuesday 14 September at St James’ Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick

· NALC – Fly tipping contact for commercial fly-tipping if it is ever an issue

· NALC – Local referendums to veto excessive Council Tax increases – Clerk to write to MPs to state that Acklington PC is against capping of Parish Precept.

· Natural England – AONB National Park Designation proposals for comment – Clerk to forward a response on behalf of the Parish Council.


	11
	Items for Circulation
Archaeology in Northumberland Volume 19
Hospice Care News
Clerks and Councils Direct

	12
	Urgent Items
Grit bins need installing in Acklington and Guyzance as per previous requests before the bad weather sets in.  

Camping of approximately 20 tents was taking place at Hemmel Land near Bank House Farm at the weekend – Clerk to inform NCC as this is not consistent with recent planning consent.

Fly tipping has been reported at Bunny Lane and down Factory Bank on the right hand side toward the River Coquet.  Clerk to inform NCC.  A suggestion was made that NCC provide a skip one morning per week for residents to dispose of rubbish.  Clerk to investigate if this is possible with NCC.

It was reported that the exit across the A1 from Guyzance Junction opposite the Swarland exist is very dangerous as road users do not appear to know the rules of the road in terms of using the central reservation.  Clerk to request from AOne if anything can be done about this.

	13
	Requests for next agenda
None




Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm


Next meeting:  Tuesday 2 November at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall

�Below are minutes from the Acklington Parish Council Meeting�held in the village hall on Tuesday 7th September 2010


The minutes of all the latest Parish Council meetings (plus chairman’s reports and summary reports) can be found on the parish website:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.acklingtonparish.org.uk"�www.acklingtonparish.org.uk�











