ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – SEPTEMBER 2011


At the Meeting of the Council held at Acklington Village Hall on Tuesday 6 September 2011

Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, T Corson, I Monkhouse, G Orr, A Sharpe and L Welch.   County Councillor Watson


The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin
	28.
	Cooption of Parish Councillor
It was agreed unanimously to co-opt Ian Monkhouse onto the Parish Council.  The Clerk ensured the relevant paperwork was completed.

	29.
	Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Critchlow

	30.
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda – None

	31.
	The minutes of the meeting 5 July 2011 were agreed and signed as a true record.

	32.
	Standing Item – Public Questions- None

	33.
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 5 July 2011:

Item 5 – Litterbins at Bus Stop – The Clerk requested that the litter bin be replaced however as NCC state, according to their findings, it is not required and they will not be replacing it.  NCC did offer to upgrade the existing bin and it was agreed to defer this until the end of the financial year if funds allowed.

Item 5 – Planters at Seat by Inglenook – Defer to next meeting as Cllr Critchlow is making the arrangement for this.

Item 5 – Tree at Acklington Drive – NCC has been made aware of requirement for cutting back of this tree.

Item 47 – Road repairs to Guyzance – the road has been marked out and pegs installed in the road surface for monitoring.  The large pot hole that was recently filled in where the water flows over the road has come out – Clerk to inform NCC.

Item 47 – Overhanging branches at Bank Top Cottages – This is still outstanding, the bottom branches have been removed however no work has been undertaken on the overhanging branches.  Clerk to contact NCC.

Item 79 – Building works at The Hemmel at Bank House – An email has been received with photos of porta loos on the site.  Clerk to forward to Enforcement Officer.

Item 13 – Hole in grass by Chicane – Still outstanding, NCC having difficulties locating the problem.  Clerk to pursue.

Item 13 – Subsidence by cross roads – Still outstanding.  Clerk to pursue with NCC.

Item 18 – 20mph limit around Play Area – CC Watson stated 20mph zones are being discussed at Committee.  Cllr Newton stated there was an article on this issue in the Journal.

Item 23 – Asset maintenance – Ongoing 

Item 26 – grass cutting along pathways – This has been done along the pathways however the hedges still needs cutting.  Clerk to forward details of land owner to CC Watson.

Item 26 – Damaged S-bend sign on road to Amble – this has now been replaced

Item 26 – Grass cutting along the A1 junctions – Aone has been informed of the Parish Council’s concerns and appear to be undertaking appropriate cutting.



	34.
	Report by County Councillor - None

	35.
	Finance
a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account at 6 September 2011 is £16,532.37

b.  Payments 

The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000272

L Hamlin

£173.93

000273

Geko Landscapes

£12,249.60

000274

St John the Divine Church

£250.00

000275

Felton Parish Council

£15.45

c. Receipts – None

d. Budget – The Clerk agreed to circulate the proposed budget before the next meeting for discussion and approval at the next meeting

	36.
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:

11/00482/FUL – Guyzance Hall – Change of Use - WITHDRAWN

11/00954/FUL - Guyzance Hall - Retrospective for courtyard - REFUSED

11/01102/FUL - East Barn, Guyzance Hall - Conversion to holiday let APPROVED

11/01103/FUL - Guyzance Hall - Machine Store to holiday let - APPROVED
b. To consider any planning matters:

11/01740/FUL - 1 Cheevely Steading - Demolish and reconstruct extension



	37.
	Requested Agenda Items 

Play Area Opening –  

The Clerk confirmed Sir Alan Beith is opening the play area at 12 noon on 8 October.  

Cllr Sharpe to ascertain how long it will take to put up marquee to see if this should be done the night before or on the day.

Tables to be sought from Village Hall

Clerk to arrange catering and drinks

Signage will be in place and it was agreed to go ahead with purchase of bin from NCC.

Seating – Clerk to get quotes for benches which will be installed by Councillors.

Invite list has been drawn up by the Clerk and will be circulated to Councillors to see if any further invites should be sent out.

Play Area Update - 

Children have asked for a bike stand – Clerk to look at costs

A meeting to be arranged with Geko to discuss a number of issues – ie retainer for bark chippings, hole at Cantilever swing, matting by zip wire.  Clerk to arrange for a weekend.

The Clerk confirmed that it is acceptable to paint fencing around the play area as long as the paint is not old – ie could contain lead.



	38.
	Correspondence Received
NCC – Local Transport Plan Programme 2012-13 – It was agreed to add road rebuilding up to Guyzance and a request for a chicane between Inglenook and the crossroads.  Clerk also to ask the police to undertake speed checks in Acklington.

At home in the community – donation request – no donation to be given.

HMP Acklington/Castington re merger – it was confirmed that the prison would pay for any new road signs.

Email re Cooksburn Bridge – an email complaint had been received about the safety of this bridge (also known as Brainshaugh Bridge).  NCC is looking into the matter of repairing the bridge.

Royal Horticultural Society – “in bloom” campaign – no action to be taken.

NCC – Planning Decision Notices - NCC will not be issuing decision notices to Parish Councils.  The Clerk has contacted NCC to state they are legally required to inform Councils of Decision Notices and is waiting for a response.

NCC – Autumn Projects - The Clerk asked for details of ditches to be cleared or road signs to be repaired/cleaned which can be forwarded onto NCC for their autumn projects.  It was agreed most signage to Guyzance is unreadable and needs cleaning, draining at the road side to Guyzance needs clearing, road sign by the crossroads needs replacing as rusty, drainage by The Railway pub and the opposite field. 



	39.
	Items for Circulation

Clerks and Council Direct




	40.
	Urgent Items
Cllr Welch stating he had not received some of the documents to be circulated.  The Clerk requested that Councillors please pass on paperwork as soon as they have finished with it.



	41.
	Items for Next Agenda
Budget

Coal Road Access




Chairman closed the meeting at 8.47pm

Next meeting:  Tuesday 1 November at 7.30pm in Acklington Village Hall 
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