	Below are draft minutes from the Acklington Parish Council Annual General Meeting held in the village hall on Wednesday 6th May 2009

The minutes of all the latest Parish Council meetings (plus chairman’s reports and summary reports) can be found on the parish website:  www.acklingtonparish.org.uk



Present:  Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, Mrs A Sharpe and L Welch.  The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	1.
	Council officers - election

Election of Chairman:

Cllr Davison proposed Cllr Newton, seconded by Cllr Barras and unanimously agreed by the Council.  

Election of Vice-Chairman:

Cllr Newton proposed Cllr Critchlow, seconded by Cllr Sharpe and unanimously agreed by the Council.



	2.
	Apologies for Absence:  Cllr G Orr
 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda - None


	4.
	The minutes of the meeting 3 March 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

 

	5.
	Standing Item – Public Questions - None



	6.
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 3 March 2009:

6b    Replacement Bench

It was agreed that the Clerk purchase a bench from Green-Tech.

6c    Land at entrance to Dairy Court

The Clerk has written to owners of adjacent property stating that NB Clark is responsible for the maintenance of this land.  Clerk to monitor the area and contact NB Clark when grass cutting is required.

6d    Email addresses via web page

Cllr Davison stated the web designer can set up new addressed for the Parish Councillors at a nominal cost of approximately £20.  It was agreed that this work should go ahead.  Cllr Critchlow will provide any training if required.

6e    Guyzance Junction Update
The Clerk reported that warning signage has been installed however it has been put in at the wrong place. A letter to NCC to be sent requesting this should be moved to the correct position.

7 Hadston Nursery

Clerk read out the response from NCC in relation to the Nursery closure.  Clerk to draft a letter of response requesting financial information relating to this decision and also stating that this decision goes against Government and Local Authority Policy for child care.  Clerk to forward to Cllr Craig for comment before sending.  Clerk also to send a copy of the response to Cllr Newton.

10b  Pathway from Acklington to Togston

No response has been received for this request.  Clerk to contact CC Watson to seek his support on this issue.

10e  Prevention of access to the Green

It was agreed that Cllr Welch would arrange for some hedging to be installed here with the help of Cllr Newton.

13    Request for another post box in Acklington

The Post Office has responded stating they would not be able to install another post box however they would consider moving existing boxes.  Clerk to request the box from the Mart be moved to the far end of the village beside the bus stop.

13    Hedge cutting at Millennium Walk

Mr Derbyshire of NCC is arranging for this hedge to be cut back and is also looking into installing a system to stop horses using this footpath as it is not a bridle path and horses should not have access along this footpath as it is causing damage to the surface.

13    Passing places linked to Bank House Development
The Planning Department state that the Highways Section has discharged the condition for works along the C100 and therefore no passing places would be installed.  Clerk to contact Highways Section as with the expansion of Guyzance Hall and the Bank House development traffic has increase threefold and this is causing increased problems along this road now.



	7.
	Requested Agenda Items

a.   Village Hall Accounts (LW)

Cllr Welch requested sight of the Village Hall Accounts to ascertain if the Village Hall requires the annual donation allocated or whether the Parish Council should be looking to donate less or more money to the Village Hall.  Cllrs Critchlow and Sharpe to make this request at the next Village Hall Meeting.

b.   Bench by notice board in Guyzance (EC)

The bench by the notice board is in need of replacement.  Clerk to look at costs for a new bench.  Cllr Barras also raised an issue of the location of the bench at the crossroads.  The bench is currently located beneath telephone lines and as a consequence is covered in bird droppings. Council to consider moving the bench at some point in the future.

c.   Signage at Dairy Court (Clerk)

The Clerk has received complaints about the new signage at Dairy Court which is confusing delivery drivers as to where Dairy Court starts.  New signage is to be installed with a directional arrow pointing to Dairy Court and the existing signage to be moved up to the entrance to Dairy Court.

d.  Memorial Seat (AS)

Cllr Sharpe requested that a seat be designated as a memorial seat in memory of Nelson McDougal who was a Parish Councillor and a long standing community member.  The Parish Council agreed to this and Cllr Sharpe to contact Mr McDougal’s wife for her approval. Subject to her consent, Cllr Newton to arrange a plaque.



	8.
	Report by County Councillor - None


	9.
	Reports from Councillors on meetings attended
Cllr Welch attended a NALC lunch held by the national division where representatives from London were guest speakers.  Cllr Welch stated NALC believe Parish Councillors will require more training following the establishment of the New Unitary Authority.  Also next year the County Council is looking to cut spending significantly which may have an effect on future services provided.

Cllr Corson attending a Councillor training session held by NALC where he was informed that the Parish Council can look to compulsory purchase land to provide allotments.  Clerk to contact David Francis to gain further information on this.



	10.
	Finance
a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account at 6 May 2009 is £9,580.01

b.  Payments and Receipts

The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000209

E Critchlow

54.94

000210

Felton Parish Council – Stationery

3.34

000211

NALC Membership

80.56

000212

L Hamlin

95.66

000213

E Critchlow

58.68

The first half of the precept of £1,750 has been received.

c.  Annual Accounts

i.  Approval Statement of Accounts 

The Council reviewed and approved the Statement of Accounts

ii.  Approval of Statement of Assurance

The Council reviewed and approved The Statement of Assurance.

Cllr Corson stated Mr Davis had not received the correspondence from the Parish Council in relation to the donation for the RAF memorial.  Clerk to provide a copy for Cllr Corson to pass to Mr Davis.



	11.
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions: 

A/2009/0096 – 4 Guyzance Village – Replace sash windows – APPROVED

b.  To consider any planning matters:
The Clerk reported that the Planning Department has reviewed Guyzance Hall and retrospective Listed Building Consent is required. Planning permission is required for one of the function rooms and a number of applications for the outbuildings are required.  The new owners are aware of the requirements and will submit the relevant paperwork which will be forwarded to the Parish Council for comment. Clerk to inform Mrs Thew that two weddings have already been held at the Hall.



	12.
	Correspondence Received
a.  CAN- Spring Meeting – Cllr Sharpe to attend

b.  NCC – Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles – For Information

c.  Hospice Care – Donation Request – No donation to be given this year.

d.  NCC Area Committee meeting, Monday 11 May – Cllrs Newton and Welch to attend.

e.  NCC – notification of surface dressing to take place along the C103 from Acklington to Warkworth
     between May and early August 2009.



	13.
	Items for Circulation
a.  ADC – Housing Needs Survey 2008 – Final report

b.  CAN News

c.  Draft Statement of Community Involvement – Deadline 23.06/09

d.  ADC – Celebrating 35 Years


	14.
	Requests for next agenda
a)  Update on Play Area



	15.
	Urgent Items
The school children are undertaking a project on designing of a play area.  Clerk to contact Kate Hunter to link with the school on this.





Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 pm


Next meeting:  Tuesday 7 July at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall

