At the meeting of the Council held at Acklington Village Hall
on 6th January 2009

Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, T Corson, J Davison, G Orr, Mrs A Sharpe and L Welch.   County Councillor J Watson


The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	1
	Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were received from Cllr Critchlow and Co Cllr Hobrough.

	2
	Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 
Cllr Davison declared an interest in item 8 – Planning Application A/2008/0621

The Clerk declared an interest in item 7d – Finance, Clerks PC

	3
	The minutes of the meeting 4 November 2008 were signed as a true record.

	4
	Public Questions  - None

	5
	Matters Arising therefrom:

a.  Update on Play Area
Clerk reported that an expression of interest for Playbuilder funding for next year (2010/11) has been submitted.  Kate Hunter from ADC to arrange a session with the children in the village.  A letter of objection has been received in relation to the proposed play area via ADC, Clerk has responded stating a full public consultation will take place before any decisions are made on the location of the play area.

b.  Mobile speed signage
CC Watson, Cllr Critchlow and NCC met and identified locations for the interactive sign posts.  CC Watson has agreed to pay for the installation.  The signage will be part of the Northumberland Camera Partnership which will mean that there would be no cost implications for the Parish Council in relation to moving the signs.  Installation should take place this financial year. One sign will be located at North Broomhill and the other within Acklington village.

c.  30mph restriction request

NCC has responded to a request to extend Acklington’s 30mph speed zone, claiming that this would contravene current national guidelines.  Clerk to contact NCC stating the 30mph signage into Broomhill is much further back from housing and can the same distance not apply to Acklington.

d.  Theft of Bench
Clerk has received confirmation from Acklington Prison stating materials need to be purchased and supplied to the prison.  The Parish Council decided it would probably be best to purchase a seat and to look at the recycled, vandal proof seating that Felton Parish Council has recently installed.  Cllr Welch suggested that the old seat outside Inglenook be moved to the site of the stolen bench and replace with the new one however the Parish Council agreed the vandal proof seat would be best situated on the site of the stolen bench.  CC Watson to look into whether his small funding scheme can be used to purchase a new seat.

e. Holiday Cottage Signage
Mrs M Thew, ADC Enforcement Officer has served notice that the signage at Bank House Farm cottages be removed and this has been undertaken by the owner.

f. Land by entrance into Diary Court
Clerk reported that Clarke Homes now owns this land and a letter was sent asking if they had any objection to this area being kept tidy by the neighbour to this land and suggesting a land transfer.  No response has been received.  Clerk to contact Clark Homes again and copy of original letter to be sent to Cllr Sharpe for follow up with her contact in Clark Homes.

g. Email addresses via web page

Defer to next meeting.

h. Guyzance junction update

A meeting of the Operations and Scrutiny Committee to be held on 27 January at ADC Council Chambers to discuss potential proposals for this junction with Highways.  Cllr Welch offered to attend this meeting.  Clerk to inform ADC of his attendance.

i. Potential allotment land

Clerk to contact Northumberland Estates to ascertain if there is any land they consider viable for the Parish Council to use for allotments.


	6
	Reports from District and County Councillors 

CC Watson reported that some Parish Councils are wishing to take on more responsibility as per the New Charter, however this relates mainly to the larger Parish (and Town) Councils.

Councillors are now working on the budget.  There are major concerns over the council budget and as a consequence further council tax charges.



	7
	Finance
a) The Clerk circulated the financial summary and there were no queries.  

b) The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000204

L Hamlin

113.10

000205

L Welch (Christmas Tree)

41.13

c)  Receipts - £20.07 bank interest.

d) Cllr Newton informed the Council that the Clerk had needed to purchase a new computer and that it was suggested by Thirston Parish Council that the costs be split between the Councils with payment being returned to the Parish Council should the Clerk leave employ within 3 years on a pro rata basis.  The cost to Acklington Parish Council would be £14.61.  It was agreed unanimously to pay this to the Clerk.



	8
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:

A/2008/0383 - Deyormond, Acklington Rd, 2 storey extension – APPROVED

A/2008/0460 - Morwick Barn. Demolish shed, construct sunroom - APPROVED A/2008/0479 - Adj 5 Guyzance Village. Conversion of building - APPROVED

A/2008/0480 - Adj 5 Guyzance Village. Listed Building Consent - APPROVED

A/2008/0493 - 5 Dairy Court. TPO – APPROVED

b. To consider any planning matters:

A/2008/0466 - High Hazon Farm. Conversion of building to form residents

A/2008/0548 - School House, Acklington.  LBC - New driveway, pavement & access.  The Councillors discussed this application and agreed that there are no objections, and should be given full support especially considering the special circumstances.  It was also agreed to highlight to ADC that a condition could be attached that should the occupants change then the garden area be reinstated if this would help the approval process.  Clerk to respond to ADC. 

A/2008/0614 - 5&6 Diary Court – TPO.  Clerk to contact ADC Tree Officer to ascertain that she has reviewed these trees.  Clerk then to respond to ADC expressing concern about the trees being taken out, especially when strenuous measures taken to protect the trees when the development was first undertaken.  A copy of a letter send to ADC from a concerned resident was received by the Parish Council in relation to this application.



	9
	Requested Agenda Items

a.  Standing Orders
Standing Orders were circulated by the Clerk.  It was agreed to revise order 67 to state 3 tenders are required for any contract exceeding £1,000.

b.  Publication Scheme
Proposed Publication Scheme was circulated and accepted.  Clerk to publish in notice boards.

c.  Charter for Local Councils
No further action to be taken at present as the document is “works in progress”.

d.  Parish Councillor Applications
The Clerk advised that five applications had been received for the PC’s two councillor vacancies. The Clerk proposed to the Council that an interview process be followed for the Parish Councillor applicants.  The Clerk also informed the Council that Cllr Welch would have a personal interest in this process due to his connection with one of the applicants and would not be able to participate.  Cllr Welch asked the Clerk to confirm this with NALC.  Cllr Welch also stated that if he was to be excluded from the process, then two other Councillors should also be excluded on the grounds 

	
	that they had approached a number of people in an effort to encourage applicants to come forward. The Clerk advised that this was an acceptable practice and would not require the exclusion of Councillors from the selection process.  It was agreed that interviews would take place on Sunday 8 February.  Clerk to contact all applications.  Clerk and Cllr Watson to draw up a list of questions.



	10
	Correspondence Received

a. Hospice Care donation request – no donation to be made.

b. Letter from Mrs Ratcliffe informing the Parish Council of money still being held within the Cavil Head Fund.  Clerk to respond stating it has been noted and suggesting that an entry be made in the Pelican as a way of informing residents.

c. ADC – Invitation to Stakeholder event for Renewables.

d. Letter of thanks from St Johns Church following the donation for the upkeep of the churchyard and grass cutting.

e. Letter from Mr Chris Davis asking for a donation towards a memorial to RAF personnel.  Clerk to respond stating a commitment of £25 has been made by the Parish Council and for Mr Davis to inform the Parish Council when he is in a position to progress this memorial and funds will be released.  It was also suggested that a memorial should be located within Acklington Village .



	11
	Items for Circulation
CAN newsletters.

	12
	Urgent Items
None

	13
	Items for Next Agenda
None



Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40 pm


Next meeting:  3 March at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall

