ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – July 2011

Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, E Critchlow, G Budge, L Craig, T Corson, Mrs A Sharpe and L Welch
County Councillor Watson


The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin
	15.
	Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs Barras and Orr

	16.
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda – None

	17.
	The minutes of the meeting 4 May 2011 were agreed and signed as a true record.

	18.
	Standing Item – Public Questions

Litter Picking

Mrs Lillie raised the issue that people in the village do daily litter picks to keep the village clean and tidy and that they would not wish to be thanked individually however some recognition of their efforts should be made.  It was agreed to put a thank you in The Pelican.

Play Area Update
A request was made for an update on the play area.  The Clerk reported that one piece of equipment is still to be installed as there is a delay from the supplier.  There has also been concern raised by a resident of the placement of the zip wire as it was felt the platform was too close to the residents’ fence.  Cllr Newton met with the contractor to discussion options with the following suggestions:

1.  Increase the height of the fence

2.  Sink the zip wire structure further into the ground

3.  Move the zip wire

4.  Create a barrier between the fence and the play area with plants

A discussion took place by the Councillors on the various options and it was felt that initially there should be a 3 month monitoring process to assess the activity once the novelty factor has worn off and see if there are any issues and these would then be addressed.  Clerk to write to resident to relay this information.

Cllr Corson asked what the situation is with regard to painting his fence as this is beside the play area.  The Clerk is to look into the Health and Safety rules in relation to paints used on fencing beside play areas.

Cllr Corson also asked about the grass banks.  The Clerk confirmed that the grass on the south facing banks had not taken and the contractor will be replacing this grass with shrubbery at no cost to the project.

Cllr Corson asked about timescales and the Clerk confirmed that once the last piece of equipment is installed and the zip wire secured in place the RoSPA report can be undertaken which will allow the site to open.  This will take place in July.

Cllr Corson asked if there was any claw back of money due to delays.  The Clerk confirmed there is a claw back in the contract for delays by the contractor however the delays experienced are due to equipment supplies so the claw back is not applicable.

Cllr Corson asked if signage would be going up and the Clerk confirmed that Playbuilder sign, Dog Fouling signs and Slow – Children’s Play Area signs would be installed – this had to be agreed in advance of the lease with the MoJ.

CC Watson will investigate whether the roads around the play area can have a 20mph limit imposed on them.  This has been requested in the past for these roads however now there is a play area in situ this may now be possible. 

Queen’s Jubilee
Mrs Lillie asked if the Parish Council were going to arrange a celebration for the Queen’s Jubilee.  It was agreed this was more of an ACT initiative.  Cllr Sharpe to raise at the next ACT meeting.

	19.
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 1 March 2011:

Item 5 – Litterbins at Bus Stop – NCC have reported that there is no requirement of two bins at the bus stop so they removed one when it was damaged and will not be replacing it.  The remaining bin has been monitored and it is never full when being emptied.  Clerk to go back to NCC as the residents who do the litter picks use these bins and now have to fill their own bins with rubbish.
Item 5 – Planters at Seat by Inglenook – Planters have been purchased and it was agreed to site these on flag stones either side of the seat at Inglenook.  Thanks went to Cllr Critchlow for collecting these.  He will drill holes in the bottom and measure them up for the size of flag stones required for siting the planters.
Item 5 – New road signs and grass cutting – NCC has put forward proposals for new road signage along with C107.  It was agreed that these proposals should be implemented.  The Clerk has also requested the grass be cut back at the entrances onto the C107.
Item 5 – Tree at Acklington Drive – Outstanding.  Clerk has contacted NCC but as yet no work has been carried out.
Item 19 – Play area update -  Covered above.
Item 20 – War Memorial  - Cllr Barras has reported that discussions with potential funders have been taking place by e mail, and it is likely that there will be a proposal regarding obtaining quotes before the September meeting. The Rev. Brearley has confirmed that she is content with this approach.

Item 47 – Road repairs to Guyzance – The road is breaking up between Guyzance Bridge and the Cottage.  There is a permanent flow of water across the road which covers a large hole, there is obviously a drainage issue which needs addressing.  Outside Mill Cottage the road has dropped.  Clerk to arrange a site meeting with Mr Thorne of NCC.  CC Watson stated he has been on a site visit with Dale Rumney of NCC to point out these issues in the past.
Item 47 – Overhanging branches at Bank Top Cottages – this is still outstanding and the Clerk has chased NCC on this matter again.
Item 79 – Building works at The Hemmel at Bank House – Mrs Thew, Enforcement Officer has this on her list of issues to address however she is very behind with her work and she has reported this to her manager in the hope she will receive some help to address the backlog.  Clerk to write to Mrs Thew to ask if it would help if the Council wrote to her manager to ask that she gets some help with her backlog.
Item 13 – Hole in grass by Chicane – Still Outstanding
Item 13 – Subsidence by cross roads  - Still Outstanding


	20.
	Report by County Councillor 
CC Watson has pointed out the issues of the roads to NCC however the extra pot hole money has not materialized in the correct department as yet.

30mph sign was not working and this has been reported and it seems to be working again.

Street Trading Policy – this has been revised to remove the issue of vehicles not being allowed within a 1 mile radius of schools, fees have been removed and the requirement for CRB checks.

Sex Establishments – a £6.5k annual fee is payable if operating in the County. 

	21.
	Finance
a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account at 6 July 2011 is £29,344.46
b.  Payments 
The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000267

L Hamlin

180.77

000268

Felton PC – SLCC Conference recharge

2.93

000269

NALC membership

88.60

000270

Geko Landscapes

15,000.00

c.  Receipts

None

d.  Insurance quotations  

Zurich is providing the best value in relation to insurance quotations.  Two quotes have been received one with play equipment insured at a cost of £677.86 or one without play equipment insurance for £225.00.  It was agreed to take the £225 insurance and ring fence money for the play area and the amount to be decided at budget time.

	22.
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:

A/2010/0452 - 11 Bank House Farm - Sunroom to rear of property - APPROVED
A/2010/0464 - 1 Dye House, Guyzance - install external flue - APPROVED
A/2011/0058 – Mill House, Guyzance – variation to condition 3 for holiday let – APPROVED

11/00663/FUL - 1 Acklington Drive - orangery & 2 storey extension - APPROVED

11/00482/FUL – Guyzance Hall – Change of Use - WITHDRAWN

b. To consider any planning matters:

11/00004/LBC - First School - Fencing, signage and lighting
11/00954/FUL - Guyzance Hall - Retrospective for courtyard
11/01102/FUL - East Barn, Guyzance Hall - Conversion to holiday let
11/01103/FUL - Guyzance Hall - Machine Store to holiday let


	23.
	Requested Agenda Items 

Play area opening arrangements – It was agreed the Clerk approach Sir Alan Beith to see if he is available to open the play area and to obtain a list of dates he would be available early September.  A list of invitations to be produced by the Clerk and circulated for comment – those to be invited to include the original Steering Group, NCC, Prison Governor and press. Food and nibbles to be provided along with a cake.  Clerk to arrange this and also Cllr Sharpe to look at potential of borrowing a marquee of some sort.
Asset maintenance – Cllr Barras agrees with the assessment of the works required on the assets and will re varnish the seats if the parish council is in agreement with this.  The Councillors agreed with this and will help out of Cllr Barras informs them of when he intends to do the works.

Community Tree Planting – Cllr Barras has asked the Council to consider this funding opportunity where 108 trees could be available for Community Planting.  It was agreed that the amount of trees would be too great to find places for planting within Acklington.


	24.
	Correspondence Received
· NCC – Customer Satisfaction Survey – Clerk to respond.

· HMP Acklington/Castington merger – Clerk to respond stating the Parish Council had no issue with the new name however replaced road signs would have to be funded by the Prison Service not NCC.

· NCC – Planning Training Events – reminder of dates given.

· NCC – Polling districts and polling places – No changes to be made to these.

· Adam Douglas Solicitors – Lease for Play Area – For information

· Northumberland Theatre Company – donation request – no donation given

· Talking Therapies in Northumberland – For information

· Age UK Northumberland name change and questionnaire – Clerk to respond.

· NCC – Joint Meetings of NCC and Parish Councils.  Morpeth meeting will be held on 10 October, Venue to be confirmed

· NCC update on Northumberland News – just to inform Councillors that this is available on line and in libraries.



	25.
	Items for Circulation
Clerks and Councils direct

CAN News

CPRE Overview




	26.
	Urgent Items
· Pathway overgrowth at the pathway behind Inglenook and also alongside the Village Hall.  Clerk to contact the land owner to request the grass but cut back or sprayed.  Also the hedge by the Village Hall, along the roadside needs cutting back.

· S-bend road sign on the road to Amble – this damaged sign has been reported to NCC for repair.

· Parish Councillor vacancy – two applications have been received to date.  Interviews to take place on Sunday 4 September.  Clerk to circulate the applications and any further applications before this date.

· Cllr Corson asked the situation with regard to Coal Road.  Cllr Newton stated he has tried to contact the farmer for an update but as yet received no response.  Public are using the road again however they should be aware that the do not have a right of way across this land.

· Complaints have been received about the lack of grass cutting along the A1 junctions and Clerk to report this to NCC as there is a visibility issue getting onto the A1.



	27.
	Items for Next Agenda
None




Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12pm

Next meeting:  
Tuesday 6 September at 7.30pm in Acklington Village Hall 

Below are minutes from a meeting of Acklington Parish Council�held in the village hall on Tuesday 5th July 2011





The minutes of all the latest Parish Council meetings (plus chairman’s reports and summary reports) can be found on the parish website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.acklingtonparish.org.uk" �www.acklingtonparish.org.uk�











