

ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


At the Meeting of the Council held at Acklington Village Hall on Tuesday 4 November 2008.

Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, E Critchlow T Corson, J Davison, D Potts, Mrs A Sharpe 
and L Welch 


The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	1
	Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were received from Cllrs Orr & Hall.

	2
	Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 
None

	3
	The minutes of the meeting 2 September 2008 were signed as a true record.

	4
	Acklington Youth Forum – No representation available

	5
	Public Questions  - None

	6
	Matters Arising therefrom:

a.  Update on Play Area
Clerk reported that she had met with Kate Hunter, Community Play Officer to review the land for the proposed play area and Ms Hunter thought the location on Churchill Way was ideal.  Some concerns were raised about the land for the older children to play football etc due to the location of the road.  Ms Hunter is to liaise with the school and Mrs Thorpe to arrange a play area brainstorming session with the children of the village.  Following this session a report will be prepared to support the submission for funding from NCC. 

Clerk reported that she has logged an expression of interest for funding for the play area with NCC and is booked on the play builder funding session in December.
b.  Dog Fouling signs 
Signs are now in situ in Guyzance and along Coal Road.
c.  Prevention of access to The Green
Posts have been installed by Cllr Welch which will weather down in due course.  More hedging is to be planted to fill in the gaps.  Cllr Welch will undertake this work before March 2009.
d.  Parish Newsletter
Cllr Newton to prepare a newsletter based on the details that will be put into The Pelican.
e.  Mobile speed signage
DC Watson has earmarked funding for the mobile speed signage which is to be shared with Warkworth Parish, the annual cost of £1000 to be split between the two Parishes.  Discussion took place as to where the two posts should be sited and proposals were put forward for one to be placed between the cross roads and the chicane and the second to be placed between the village hall and the school however advice to be sought from NCC.  

Concerns were raised about the speed of traffic approaching the entrance to Churchill Way and the Clerk is to investigate the possibility of extending the 30mph restriction to ensure that drivers have plenty of time to slow down before approaching the bus stop and entrance to Churchill Way.

Clerk read out a letter from Acklington Prison stating staff are being reminded of the speed limits around Acklington via the “Staff Information Notice”.
f.  Theft of Bench
Clerk has received confirmation from Acklington Prison stating they would be happy to make a replacement bench, however the letter stated materials should be supplied by Parish Council.  Clerk to contact Workshop Manager and state previously the Parish Council has paid for the materials but they have been sourced by the Prison.  Clerk to progress this matter.
g. Holiday Cottage Signage
Mrs M Thew, ADC Enforcement Officer is progressing this matter.  Clerk to chase up a response.
h. Land by entrance into Diary Court
Following a request from the home owner beside this land to find out who the owner is due to the lack of maintenance of this area the Clerk received confirmation from Northumberland Estates that this land was sold by them to Mr C Pickering.  Cllr Newton to contact Mr Pickering to see if he is still the owner of the land.  

	7
	Reports from District and County Councillors - None

	8
	Finance
a) The Clerk circulated the financial summary and there were no queries.  

b) The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000197

Reissue of Zurich Insurance

225.00

000198

St Johns Church 

250.00

000199

NALC – training course

9.00

000200

L Hamlin

101.60

000201

St Johns Church (towards replacement boiler)

500.00

000202

Acklington CE First School

100.00

000203

Age Concern

15.00

It was agreed unanimously that a separate donation be given to St Johns Church towards a replacement boiler of £500.00.

c)  Receipts - £1,750 precept from ADC.

d) The proposed budget was discussed and agreed unanimously.  The precept for 2009/10 is to be set at £3,500.



	9
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:

A/2008/0462 -  Keepers Cottage. Two dormer windows & minor Mods - APPROVED 
A/2008/0493 - 5 Dairy Court. TPO - APPROVED

A/2008/0383 - Deyormond, Acklington Rd Demolish garage erect 2 storey extension - APPROVED

b. To consider any planning matters:

A/2008/0460 - Morwick Barn. Demolish shed, construct sunroom
A/2008/0479 - Adj 5 Guyzance Village. Conversion of building to form residents
A/2008/0480 - Adj 5 Guyzance Village. Listed Building Consent
A/2008/0466 - High Hazon Farm. Conversion of building to form residents


	10
	Requested Agenda Items
a. Christmas Tree
Cllr Welch proposed that a Christmas Tree be put outside the Village Hall of approximately 12 foot high.  Cllr Welch to get costings and email the Councillors for approval.  If agreed then outdoor lights to be purchased and Cllr Mrs Sharpe to speak to the school and Mrs Thorpe to make decorations.

	11
	Correspondence Received
a. Acklington First School – donation request towards swimming.  It was agreed to donate £100 towards the costs.

b. Age Concern – donation request.  It was agreed to donate £15.

c. ADC – informing the Parish Council of amendments to the permitted development rights for householders.

d. ADC – response to the question of why ADC is not cutting up to the hedgerows.  ADC state that they have many tractor tyre punctures due to the thorn hedges but will look at using alternative plant to alleviate this issue.

e. Boundary Committee – letter stating the Committee has not yet made a decision on the appropriate council size and has asked for further evidence from NCC to support their request of 79 Councillors.

f. Letter of thanks from the Toddler Group for the £100 donation.

g. ADC Housing needs survey – requesting the Parish Council encourage residents to complete these forms.

h. CAN AGM – no one to attend.



	12
	Items for Circulation
Comunities and Local Government – Communities in Control: Real People, Real Power: Codes of Conduct for local authority members and employees.

To be returned to the Clerk by 20 December.

	13
	Urgent Items
a. Cllr Critchlow suggested a way forward for those who do not have email accounts could use the ones allocated to the Acklington Web Page.  All Councillors could be given email addresses via this route and therefore their personal/work accounts are not in the public domain. Cllr Davison to investigate the possibility of this.

b. Cllr Newton has received a letter of resignation from Cllr Hall – this is due to his increasing work commitments.  Clerk to arrange for the vacancy to be advertised.

c. Clerk advised on the update for the Guyzance junction.  The Coroner has requested the Highways Authority look into options for this junction, various proposals have been suggested however the most viable being a 50mph speed limit being imposed with speed camera or an improved slip road.  Clerk to write to Highways Authority supporting these options and also requesting that the Parish Council be kept informed of any developments.

d. Concern was raised about parking outside the Village Hall when events are taking place as people are parking on the pathway making it dangerous for footpath users.  Cllr Mrs Sharpe to report this at the next Village Hall meeting.

e. Cllr Barras informed the Council that the train is leaving Acklington 10 minutes earlier in the morning from 13 December, departing 7.31am.

f. Cllr Davison updated the Council on the Village of the Year Award.  Two representatives of ACT are going to a luncheon at the Guild Hall on 2 December where the winner will be announced.

g. Cllr Barras asked if there was any land where allotments could be put within Acklington.  Councillors to have a think about potential land and discuss at the January meeting.

 

	14
	Items for Next Agenda
None



Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 pm


Next meeting:  6 January at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall
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