	
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 4 May 2011

Venue: Acklington Village Hall

Present: Cllrs D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, T Corson, J Davison, J Newton, G Orr A Sharpe and L Welch.   The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

Apologies: Cllr E Critchlow

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2010 were accepted and signed as a correct record.

2. Chairman's Report
The Chairman presented his report which was accepted. The Chairman also presented Cllr Davison with a card and gift and thanked him for his 32 years of service to the Parish.

3. Any questions, comments or resolutions
There were no questions, comments or resolutions.

The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 7.39pm
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 4 May 2011.

Venue: Acklington Village Hall

Present: Cllrs D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, T Corson, J Davison, J Newton, G Orr A Sharpe and L Welch.  The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

Apologies: Cllr E Critchlow

Before the meeting began the Clerk informed the Parish Council that Cllr Critchlow had missed 6 months of meetings as he was working in London on temporary basis. The Clerk informed the Councillors that they had to take a formal decision on whether Cllr Critchlow should be allowed to remain as a councillor and whether the reason for his absence from meetings was an acceptable one. The Parish Council voted overwhelmingly in favour of allowing Cllr Critchlow to continue in his role as Councillor.

1. Council officers - election
Election of Chairman: Cllr Craig proposed Cllr Newton, seconded by Cllr Orr and agreed by the Council. 
Election of Vice-Chairman: Cllr Newton proposed Cllr Critchlow, seconded by Cllr Craig and agreed by the Council.

2. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Critchlow

3. Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
Cllrs Newton and Orr in item 10 – letter from Mr Potts.

4. The minutes of the meeting 1 March 2011 were agreed and signed as a true record.

5. Standing Item – Public Questions 
Mrs Welch raised the following issues:
• Thanks were given to the Clerk for arranging the fly-tipping sign at Bunny Lane. The Clerk confirmed that a similar sign is to be sited at the other end of Bunny Lane.
• One of the litter bins by the bus stop has been removed due to damage but a replacement has not been installed. Clerk to contact NCC.
• A request was made for two planters to be installed at the seat at Inglenook. The Clerk confirmed that funding was available for these. 
• A request was made that the agenda be placed on the notice board in the Village. The Clerk said an agenda had been placed on the board (and the other two parish notice boards) so it was a mystery as to why it had been removed.
• Mrs Welch reported that notices she had placed on the village notice board have been removed by other people. The Clerk stated that unless a lockable board was installed there is little that can be done to control the removal or insertion of notices.
Cllr Corson said he had been asked by residents to raise the following matters:
• New road signs – a request that new signs be installed near the bus stop and near the coal road to warn of the road junctions. Clerk to request signage from NCC due to safety issues.
• A request has been made for the grass to be cut back from Churchill Way along the verge toward the prison as there are visibility issues. The Clerk to request that NCC cut this area, however this would involve additional grass cutting and the parish council may be asked to pay for this.
Cllr Welch stated he had cut the grass at the cross roads to help with visibility and thanks were given to him for doing this.
Cllr Barras stated the cherry tree at Acklington Drive is overhanging and the branches need cutting back as they are being hit by passing cars. Clerk to ascertain who is responsible for this tree and ensure the appropriate action is taken.

6. Matters Arising from the meeting on 1 March 2011:
Item 19 – Play area update – The land in Churchill Way has been transferred to the Parish Council and work has commenced on site. It is hoped that all equipment will be in place before the contractor departs on his honeymoon at the end of May however there may be a delay in two items of equipment due to the two bank holiday periods. These will only take two days to install once the contractor is back at work. 
Item 20 – War Memorial – Cllr Barras reported that progress is being made. An expression of interest for funding has been completed along with photographic evidence of the Lych Gate. Cllr Barras has been having difficulty contacting the Listed Building Officer at NCC. Clerk to provide details.
Item 47 – Road repairs to Guyzance – Pot holes have been filled in however the subsidence at Guyzance is worse than ever, there is a 4 metre stretch outside Mill House and between Guyzance Bridge and Guyzance Cottage. The Clerk confirmed she would continue to pursue this with NCC – now the weather is getting warmer more work is being undertaken on the county roads so it may be in the pipeline to be done.
Item 47 – Overhanging branches at Bank Top Cottages – This is still outstanding – the Clerk to pursue.
Item 53 – St Omer Road Property – Linden Dodds, Snr Environmental Health Officer has reported that the premises have been inspected and found to be secure. The owner is aware of the open shed and porch and he is going to empty the shed and construct a new porch. If there are further concerns the Parish Council should contact NCC again.
Item 63 – Guyzance Water Pump – NCC is pursuing this however it can take 2-3 months for an enforcement notice to be implemented.
Item 66 – Hawthorn Hedge at East of Millennium Walk – NCC has stated that the farmer has done a reasonable job of the hedge as it had not been cut before and was very high. There were a few cuttings which have been cleared – the farmer has been thanked and the NCC team will visit the site and give it a final check over.
Item 66 – Street lighting at the Chicane and end of Churchill Way – These have now been repaired.
Item 66 – Footpath by 1 Field House Close in need of repair – This has now been repaired.
Item 71 – Dog Fouling from Coal House Farm to Inglenook – the Clerk reported that the dog warden is increasing patrols. If anyone sees dog fouling occurring they can report this to NCC in strict confidence – NCC require a description of the dog, the owner and time of day.
Item 72 – Fly-tipping in Bunny Lane – covered above.
Item 79 – Building works at The Hemmel at Bank House¬ – Clerk to pursue this with the Enforcement Officer as no response has been received.

7. Report by County Councillor  - None

8. Finance
a. Financial Summary - The balance on account at 4 May 2011 is £53,904.09.
b. Payments - The following list was put before members and approved for payment:
    000262 L Hamlin 167.53
    000263 Adam Douglas Solicitors 1,033.23
    000264 Geko Landscapes 28,200.00
    000265 Felton Parish Council 4.87
    000266 CAN 15.00
c. Receipts - The first half of the precept of £1,750 has been received and VAT refund of  
   £64.59.
d. Annual Accounts
i.  Approval Statement of Accounts 
    The Council reviewed and unanimously approved the Statement of Accounts.
ii. Approval of Statement of Assurance
    The Council reviewed and unanimously approved The Statement of Assurance.
e. Insurance quotations 
The Clerk confirmed the Parish Council’s insurance renewal is due before the next meeting and quotes are still being obtained. Based on her experience of working with the other parish councils the existing insurance provider – Zurich – is offering the most competitive price. If this is the case it was agreed the Clerk could renew the insurance between meetings. The Clerk requested that the Councillors consider whether the play equipment should be insured or the equivalent amount of money ring-fenced annually in case of damage in the future. This is to be added to the next agenda.

9. Planning
a. To report on any planning decisions:
A/2011/0021 - 5 Bank House Cottages - Extension to time limit - APPROVED
A/2011/0069 – Beechgrove - Removal of Beech tree - APPROVED
b. To consider any planning matters:
A/2010/0452 - 11 Bank House Farm - Sunroom to rear of property – Clerk to request an update from NCC.
A/2010/0464 - 1 Dye House, Guyzance - installation of external flue – Clerk to request an update from NCC.
11/00004/LBC - First School - Fencing, signage and lighting – Signage and lighting have been approved however fencing is still under consideration.
A/2011/0058 - Mill House, Guyzance - Variation of Condition 3 for holiday let – A copy of a letter from applicant to NCC was provided to the Council which states that there is a covenant on the property which would not allow the separation of the land and buildings at Mill House. Based on this information the Parish Council will withdraw their previous objection.
11/00482/FUL - Guyzance Hall - COU - to provide toilets and bar facilities It was reported that the residents of Guyzance had met to discuss the application and raised the following concerns:
• Has a formal application been made for change of use from domestic to commercial? The plan describes Guyzance Hall as a hotel. This implied a change of use for which permission may be required.
• Plans give no indication of materials and previous work has used poor quality and inappropriate materials
• Any consent should not erode existing conditions granted 
• All existing listed features should be kept especially internal timber boarding and windows as was required for other works on properties in the village
• The kitchen plans refer to an extraction system marked as ‘4’ but this cannot be seen on the plans. The smells from a commercial kitchen would cause a change in air quality for local residents contravening Conservation status
Clerk to respond to the planning application with the above concerns.

Other issues raised by the residents in relation to activities at Guyzance Hall are:
Who is enforcing the existing permissions? Many of these have not yet been met, e.g. signage, patio work, passing places. Who is monitoring the 20 events per year and how? Clerk to contact Enforcement Officer on these issues.

Cllr Davison asked if representatives from the Hall had been at this meeting. Cllr Craig said they had been invited along with a planning representative however no representation had been made by either party.

Cllr Craig also stated that West House is not listed as part of the Hall and that the maid’s stairs have been removed. Clerk to contact Enforcement Officer.

10. Requested Agenda Items - None

11. Correspondence Received
• Letter from Mr & Mrs Crampton in relation to flooded field – a letter was received from Mr & Mrs Crampton in response to the Clerk contacting Northumberland Estates to ask for works to be undertaken to stop the flooding in the field. Clerk to contact Northumberland Estates to see what action is being taken. 
• Letter of complaint from Mr Potts in relation to neighbours’ cars – Clerk read out the letter of complaint from Mr Potts in relation to cars parked outside the home of Cllr Orr. The Clerk said she had advised Mr Potts to refer the matter to NCC as the Parish Council had no powers in such matters. Mr Potts has now done so and the issue was being dealt with through correspondence between the various parties.
• CAN – donation request – It was agreed to donate £15.
• Letter from Widdrington Station and Stobswood Parish Council asking for support in requesting the Community Benefit payment be increased from Opencast Surface Coal Mining – it was agreed that this was not relevant to the Parish Council and a response be sent stating this.
• NCC – Northumberland News Update – an update stating the monthly delivery of this publication has ceased and it can be accessed quarterly by electronic means.
• Cluster Meeting letter from Longframlington PC – Longframlington do not wish to be part of the Cluster however they would like to be involved in discussions on relevant issues. 
• NALC Meetings with Members – meetings to take place on 11 May and 23 May – details to be circulated to Councillors.
12. Items for Circulation - None 
13. Urgent Items
• Clerk will put up vacancy posters for the position created by resignation of Cllr Davison after 32 years service.
• Cllr Barras asked if any progress had been made on the Coal Road and footpath access. Cllr Newton stated that he had spoken with the farmer who appears amenable to allowing access and a meeting is to be arranged. Cllr Barras offered his assistance in this matter.
• A hole in the grass by the chicane has been noted by Cllr Welch and a paving flag put over the hole to prevent accidents. Clerk to contact NCC to request it be filled in.
• Cllr Corson said there appears to be subsidence by the drain cover at the cross roads in Acklington. Clerk to report to NCC for investigation. 

14. Items for Next Agenda
Insurance for play equipment

Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm
Next meeting: Tuesday 5 July at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall


