ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


At the Meeting of the Council held at Acklington Village Hall on Tuesday 4 March 2008.

Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, Mrs A Sharpe, L Welch

District Councillors: J E Horbrough and J G Waton 

The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	
	At the start of the meeting Cllr Newton presented Mrs Enid Carr with a retirement gift following 22 years in the position of Parish Clerk.  Cllr Newton thanked her for her support over this time and wished her well.


	

	1
	Apologies for Absence:
Apologies were received from Cllrs C Hall, G Orr and D Potts.

 
	

	2
	The minutes of the meeting 8 January 2008 were amended to remove the first paragraph in Any Other Business and were then signed as a true record.

 
	

	3
	Matters Arising therefrom:
a) Update of playground land.

        Mrs Vi Curry has received a call from Northumberland Estate stating they are agreeable to opening discussions over the area of land beside the Village Hall for the use by the Village Hall.  Details to be finalised however it is anticipated a nominal rent could be charged for this land.  A meeting to be arranged for the interested parties to identify the area of land required. This meeting to include Parish Council, Village Hall Committee and ACT.  Clarification would be required as to what impact the electricity cables above the land would have and also the right of access across the land.

         Cllr Newton contacted the Land Registry who confirmed the 2 areas of green within the village are currently owned by the Ministry of Justice.  Clerk to contact Ministry of Justice to open discussions as to whether the land could be transferred to the Parish Council.
b) Public Access to Coal Road

        Cllrs Mrs A Sharpe raised the issue of public access to Coal Road.  This area has been used by residents of the village for walking and cycling however since the building works has been completed the area has been padlocked and cannot be accessed.  Farmers have permission to use this road to access their fields.  Cllr Barras has contacted Mr M Glossop of Northumberland Estates to see if the right of way across the adjacent fields could be reinstated as the pathway was closed in 1937 however no response has been received.  Cllr Watson stated that for a right of access proof has to be given that this area has had unrestricted access for 20 years.  Cllr Watson to contact Mr Derbyshire of NCC to arrange a meeting to discuss further, Cllr Barras to also be involved in this meeting.
c) Location of New Bench

        A new bench has been donated by The Prison.  Cllr Welch suggested this be placed in the triangle of grass outside his house, this was agreed and Cllrs Newton, Barras and Critchlow to install this bench.  Cllr Welch to provide flag stones and look into brackets to secure the seat.
d)     Village of the Year Competition

        Cllr Davison updated the Parish Council on the arrangements for preparing for the visit by the National Judges on 17 April.  A meeting has been arranged for 11 March at 7pm for all groups within the Parish to attend to explain what work needs to be undertaken.  Parish Council are to put on a display in the Village Hall, suggestions were to include a copy of the Parish Plan and the new Parish Survey, also a list of what issues the Parish Council have dealt with over the last year

        A tidy up date has been arranged for 5 April at 10am – Clerk to publicise 
e)     Breathing Places

        Cllr Davison informed the Parish Council that a joint bid with Warkworth could not take place.  A phone call received in relation to the application did not sound too positive, concerns were raised as it appeared that the application was for a third party, ie the School.  Also the scheme was not seen as being available for public access as it was located within the School.  A response will be received in June.  Cllr Hobrough informed the Council that a second round of applications for funding would be happening later in the year where the school could make an application.

f)      Parish Survey

        Cllr Newton circulated a draft Parish Survey for comments from the Councillors.  The Survey is to ascertain the current opinion of residents and to ascertain if they are satisfied with what the Parish Council has achieved since the last survey.  Surveys could be included in the booklet being distributed by ACT next week.

        Cllr Davison stated ACT had undertaken a Youth Survey for Acklington for 9-16 year olds and some interesting information had come back from this including the fact the youth would like to be involved in the website and also have a forum with which ideas could then be fed through to the Parish Council.

g)     Parish Website

        ACT has worked well on this and hopes to go live at the end of March.  Clerk to advertise the web address and the proposed “going live” date.

         Parish Council agreed that Councillor details should be included along with links to the County and District Council; what powers the Parish Council has (Clerk to provide); minutes of meetings; issues being covered and projects being undertaken.

h)    Electricity Supply to Acklington and Guyzance Villages

        Issues with interruption to the electricity supply to both villages are ongoing. NEDL have stated they are having a meeting to discuss the issues.  Clerk to contact NEDL to ascertain what the situation is and also to contact The Gazette to raise interest in the press in the hope this will galvanise NEDL into action.
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	4
	Correspondence Received
· NCC – letter informing of Northumberland Minerals and Waste Development Framework – Withdrawal from Examination Process – For information
· ADC – Policy Framework for 2008/09 – For information

· Audit Commission – confirmation that BDO Soy Hayward are external auditors

· CAN – request for donation – Council agreed to £15 donation

· NCC – Confirmation of Public Rights of Way – Public Footpath No 8, Diversion Order – For information

· Age Concern – request for donation – Council agreed to £15 donation

· Alnwick Playhouse – request for donation – no donation to be made.

	Clerk

Clerk


	5
	Finance
The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000180

Acklington Village Hall

700.00

000181

Enid Carr (February 2008)
90.40
000182

Mr J Newton (for painting)

150.00

Clerk to arrange banking changes and confirm the three signatories.
Clerk to register Parish Council with VAT office and reclaim last three years VAT payments.

Cllr Newton informed the Council of forthcoming expenditure of approximately £200 for signage on entering the village stating “Village of the Year”.  Councillors agreed to this cost.


	Clerk

Clerk

	6
	Planning
· A/2007/0682 – Bank House Farm, Acklington.  New building comprising reception, laundry, kitchen, Manager’s Office – REFUSED

· A/2008/009 – 7 St Omer Road, Acklington.  Two-storey side extension and single-storey rear extension – APPROVED

· A/2008/0017 – Cooksburn Mill, Acklington.  Construction of stable block and detached double garage – APPROVED


	

	7
	Any Other Business
Cllr L Welch raised concerns that the new chicane is not resulting in a decrease in speeding.  Clerk to contact the police to see what further action can be taken.  Also Clerk to invite the police to a future Parish Council meeting.

Cllr Corson reported that there are more strangers in the village recently, especially around Churchill Way.  Clerk to contact police to increase patrols around this area.

Cllr Corson stated youths are accessing the green at the east end of the village and using this area as a racing track.  Clerk to contact NCC Highways to request installation of bollard to stop access to this area.

Cllr Barras reported that the rail service via Alnmouth will not be increased (neither will it be cut) however it is possible that services at Widdrington may be increase.  

Cllr Newton reported to the Council that he had attended a meeting at ADC in relation to the reorganisation of the Council in terms of the Single Unitary Authority.  Acklington is part of the Alnwick Belonging Community.  Community Forums are being devised.  Parish Councils will potentially get the change to take on more responsibility if they wish, i.e. assets and services.  There are still many issues to be addressed and finalized. This will be an ongoing process.
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Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm


Next meeting:  Wednesday 7 May at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall
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