ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – January 2011
Below are minutes from a meeting of Acklington Parish Council
held in the village hall on Tuesday 4th January 2011

The minutes of all the latest Parish Council meetings (plus chairman’s reports and summary reports) can be found on the parish website:  www.acklingtonparish.org.uk











[bookmark: _GoBack]Present:   Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, G Budge, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, G Orr,
                 A Sharpe and L Welch.
                 County Councillor - Mr J. Watson
                     The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	01
	Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Craig

	02
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda: Cllr Critchlow Item 8 – A/2010/0452

	03
	The minutes of the meeting 2 November 2010 were agreed and signed as a true record.

	04
	Standing Item – Public Questions – None

	05
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 2 November 2010:

Item 19 – Play area update – NCC confirmed that the funding is still in place for Acklington however claims have to be made in December and February and all finance to go through the Parish Council. NCC will not release payment until the land has been signed over to the Parish Council and the Ministry of Justice has still not confirmed this has taken place despite numerous emails and phone messages.  The Clerk requested, along with a number of other funding applicants, for an extension to the end of March deadline but this has been refused.  This resulted in some projects not progressing.  Clerk to send a letter to Sir Alan Beith asking for his intervention with Ministry of Justice and also contact the contractor for timescales of works.

Item 20 – War Memorial – Cllr Barras confirmed this is ongoing and photographs have been taken in preparation for a funding bid.  Cllr Barras needs to liaise with the Conservation Officer and Clerk to provide contact details to Cllr Barras.

Item 24 – Bench Vandalism – The replacement vandal proof bench is to be delivered to Inglenook on Friday 7 January.  Cllr Welch is to install this bench.  Thanks were given by the Parish Council for this work.  Clerk to email details of this bench supplier to CC Watson.

Item 40 – Grit Bins – Bins have been installed at Guyzance and all grit bins were filled with grit before the first snow arrived.  Further bins are required at the end of Field House Close and at the Cross Roads by the Morwick Sign.  Clerk to request these from NCC.

Item 40 – A1 Guyzance/Swarland cross over – No further response from Aone on this matter – at present they are more concerned about the complaints of the single carriageway up to Alnwick.  The Clerk did highlight that due to this single carriageway it is making this cross over more dangerous – awaiting a response.

Item 47 – Road repairs to Guyzance – Mr Thorn, Maintenance Manager for NCC Highways is aware of the history of this road and the problems with “slippage”.  Works were carried out a few years ago however the slippages are reoccurring so he has contacted the Structures Section of NCC requesting they review the area and put forward proposals for works an update will be forthcoming in due course.  The Clerk will now chase this matter up.

Item 47 – Overhanging branches – These trees were reported and Mr Naseby of NCC took photos of the trees to be cut back and requested the works be undertaken.  Work has not been undertaken as yet so Clerk to chase up.

Item 53 – St Omer Road derelict property – Mr Naseby of NCC is undertaking the relevant action with the home owner and will update us in due course.

Item 27 – Meeting with Cavil Head Owner – Cllrs Newton and Sharpe and the Clerk met with owner Mick Clippendale and shop manager Sue Jackson.  Mr Clippendale explained the plans for the shop which is currently closed for winter and is due to reopen in March.  There has been a break in and a lot of valuable equipment was stolen.  There have also been issues with children being left by parents unsupervised in the play area.   Mr Clippendale alleviated concerns raised by residents in relation to rumours about the site – he said there no plans for a wind farm or caravan park.  Mr Clippendale said he was committed the farming the land and had no interest in open cast or extracting the coal and clay deposits which are known to exist beneath Cavil Head.  Mr Clippendale would rather people contacted him with any concerns in future to stop any rumours circulating.


	06
	Report by County Councillor 
CC Watson reported that the car parking consultation meeting that was postponed in December will take place on Wednesday 5 January at Alnwick Chambers.  This is open to the public for their views and a decision will be made in September.

	07
	Finance

a.  Financial Summary
The balance on account – Current account £1.79, Interest account £10,128.70

b.  Payments and Receipts
The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

	000251
	L Hamlin
	378.19

	000252
	Mr Welch (Christmas Tree)
	40.00

	000253
	Felton Parish Council (stationery)
	4.60

	000254
	Acklington First School
	100.00



Thanks were given to Cllr Welch for sourcing and installing the Christmas Tree.

Receipts – None


	08
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:
A/2010/0358 - Bank House Farm - Cycling/bin store & store - WITHDRAWN
A/2010/0464 - 1 Dye House, Guyzance - install external flue – APPROVED

b. To consider any planning matters:
A/2010/0452 - 11 Bank House Farm - Sunroom to rear of property
A/2010/0480 - Fairways, 2 Quarry Avenue - Two Storey side extension
A/2010/0502 - East Barn, Guyzance Hall - Conversion of east barn to holiday let
A/2010/0503 - Guyzance Hall - Machine Store

Guyzance Hall update on functions – Mrs Thew of NCC has received a response from Mr Parker in relation to functions at Guyzance.  1.  A list of functions for 2010 and 2011 – the lettings diary highlighted to Mrs Thew is not just functions but holiday lettings which are not restricted by the planning permission.   2.  All contractors for functions have been reminded about access routes and signs are now being reviewed to clarify this matter.  3.  Mrs Thew is reviewing the works undertaken to the patio area and will be pursuing a planning application.  4.  Mr Parker apologised for the confusion over the fireworks letters.  He has made Mrs Thew aware of 2 planned events to include fireworks next year on 31 October (Small private display) and 5 November.  Both events are scheduled to take place as early as possible and well before 11pm.


	09
	Requested Agenda Items

· Anonymous Letter Policy – The Clerk sought advice from SLCC and NALC on this matter and there is no policy in existence as most Parish Councils register the letter as being received but do not action anonymous letters.  The Clerk advised amending Standing Orders to include this item as opposed to designing a Policy.  This was agreed by the Council.

· Guyzance Water Pump – Clerk to check with Cllr Craig on this issue.

· Royal Mail deliveries in bad weather – Cllr Critchlow raised the issue of lack of postal service in some parts of the parish during the bad weather and that the postal workers are not provided with the correct equipment to access rural areas.  Also there was no publicity from Royal Mail to state residents could collect their post.  Clerk to write to Royal Mail to ask what they intend to do to alleviate this issue and a copy to be sent to CC Watson for him to raise it at Scrutiny Committee.

· Gritting of estate roads – Cllr Barras raised the issue of whether the Parish Council should be looking to do more in relation to gritting of roads with the cuts that NCC are making and along with this being more aware of other issues that the Parish Council may be called upon to help with if services are to be cut by NCC and how the Parish Council will deal with these issues in the future.  Clerk to request a list of contractors who are prepared to clear snow in the area from NCC.

· Coal Road access- Public access to the Coal Road has been closed off by the land owner who has erected notices to make it clear the land is private and there is no right of right of way. Cllr Newton said he had spoken to the farmer who had taken to the step to keep walkers and dogs away from his livestock which have been moved into the road due to the recent bad weather. He was also unhappy about the amount of dog fouling along the road. . Cllr Newton said the farmer is prepared to discuss restoring access when the weather improves and is willing to meet with Councillors to discuss the question of permissive access and providing suitable walkways as long as they are not abused and dog owners clear up after their dogs.  A meeting to be arranged in the next few weeks to discuss viable routes. In the meantime members of the public are asked to respect the notices and not walk along the road. 

· £500 expenditure publication - The Clerk informed the Council that new legislation has been brought in whereby the parish council has to publish electronically any cumulative expenditure over £500. This is already being undertaken by publishing the minutes on the web page so the Parish Council is already complying.  

· Review of Policies – The Risk Assessment and Publication Policy require their annual review.  This was undertaken with minor amendments to be made.  Clerk to update these policies.  Also Cllr Barras raised the issue of undertaking a register of assets.  Clerk and Cllr Barras to arrange a date to review and photograph the assets.


	10
	Correspondence Received

· NCC Community Governance Review– this is the opportunity for the Parish Council to change numbers, wards, boundaries etc.  It was agreed that no changes to be made to the Parish Council.
· NCC Parish Precept request – deadline for submission is 24 January 2011.
· NCC Withdrawal of e-consultation hub service for planning is being withdrawn in December and replaced in due course but as yet no confirmation as to what is to replace it.
· NCC Additional grass cutting service – it was agreed not to provide addition grass cutting.	
· Acklington CE first school donation request – Donation of £100 made.
· Druridge Bay Charity Run donation request – No donation to be made
· Alnwick Playhouse donation request – No donation to be made
· Samaritans donation request – No donation to be made
· Wansbeck Young Peoples Forum donation request – No donation to be made
· NCC – Provision of Local Services and 2011/12 Budget – cuts to be made and suggested services to be taken on by Parish Councils.  Area Meeting to discuss this further on Monday 17 January at ADC Chambers at 6pm.
· NALC – Special News on government spending allocations.
· NCC Scrutiny Meeting invitation at Stannington Village Hall at 2pm on 25 January covering Neighbourhood Services, and speeding.  Please inform Clerk if attending as names to be given to NCC in advance.


	11
	Items for Circulation
CAN News


	12
	Urgent Items

· The hawthorn hedge needs cutting back at the East of Millennium Walk.
· The street lamps at the Chicane and the end of Churchill Way are not working properly.
· The footpath by 1 Field House Close is uneven and a tripping hazard. Clerk to report to NCC for repair.


	13
	Requests for next agenda - None



Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05 pm
Next meeting:  Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall
