Below are minutes from the meeting of Acklington Parish Council held in the village hall on Tuesday 3rd November 2009

Councillors Present: D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, 
                             J Newton, G Orr, A Sharpe and L Welch 
                             County Councillor: J Watson
                             The Parish Clerk in attendance: Mrs L Hamlin

01 Apologies for Absence: None 

02 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda: None

03 Peter Rutherford, Area Development Manager - North Area
Mr Rutherford covered two areas for the Parish Council – Guyzance Hall and a presentation on Planning Policy.

Mr Rutherford (PR) stated the Planning Authority was aware of the concerns of residents and the Parish Council in relation to activities and works being carried out at Guyzance Hall. He confirmed that weddings are taking place on a weekly basis at the hall however the owner has informally agreed to suspend functions from 23 November until a revised planning application is submitted. The Planning Authority recommended withdrawal of the previous application due to lack of information and the owner has agreed to appoint consultants (Nathanial Litchfield) to undertake a traffic and noise assessment. Furthermore, noise levels would be assessed at the next event by the Environmental Health Dept of NCC.

PR explained that the Planning Authority has various issues to consider when developments proceed without the necessary consents and it must assess if it would be expedient to serve enforcement notices or alternatively get the application to submit the relevant request. Judgment also has to be made on the time limit for such applications.

In relation to the listed building status and works undertaken, PR reported that NCC colleagues had reviewed the site and were of the view that Listed Building Consent was not needed for works already undertaken. The question was raised as to how NCC could be sure what work had been carried out. PR stated that to a degree the Planning Authority had to rely on the honesty of property owners. 

PR was advised that the residents of Guyzance village felt aggrieved as they comply with regulations on Listed Buildings but it was not clear that works carried out on Guyzance Hall had required or received consent. In particular, concerns had been expressed about the installation of a new external doorway. 

PR confirmed he would relay these concerns to colleagues and would ensure they were investigated, along with a number of other issues raised by parish councillors in relation to the continued use of Guyzance Hall as a function venue despite the lack of planning consent.

Cllr Newton stated that the Parish Council would not want to see planned events being cancelled as this would cause disappointment for people who had booked the venue in good faith, but he questioned why activities should not cease until such time as the forthcoming planning application had been determined. PR said it was a question of judgment as to whether it was appropriate to impose a stop order but he could not give an assurance that further events would take place pending the outcome of a planning application. 

Planning Policy – PR then gave a presentation on wider planning policy and how the planning system works within NCC, emphasizing that the views of parish councils were taken into account even if they were not always followed.

Cllr Barras asked if there was any value in a Parish Plan or Village Design Statement. PR stated that prior to the local government re-organisation encouragement was given to parish councils to produce Parish Plans but he recommended working closely with the Planning Authority on these otherwise they have little weight.

Cllr Newton questioned whether planning policy was now so restrictive that the type and location of houses under construction were unsuitable to meet current needs. PR stated that 70-75% of houses are built on sites allocated for housing development which could bear that statement out. However there has been a shift especially around the Regional Spatial Strategy as there are concerns about the number of houses to be built, the number being too low especially in terms of affordable housing, following consultations the restrictions on numbers has been removed. The figures stated are now a starting point not a ceiling on house numbers. NCC is committed to delivering lifetime affordable housing however the freeing up of the housing policy coincided with the economic downturn.

CC Watson asked how many objections are required for a planning application to go to Committee as opposed to decided under delegated powers. PR confirmed if the Parish Council or another statutory body objects or if there are 5 individual objections then an application goes to Planning Committee.

Cllr Newton thanked PR for sparing the time to meet the parish council and assured him that councillors would take a strong interest in the revised planning application for Guyzance Hall.

04 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting 1 September 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

05 Standing Item – Public Questions: None

06 Matters Arising from the meeting on 1 September 2009:

a. Bench in Guyzance – A letter was received from Guyzance Hall Estate requesting details of what happened to the old bench which was located in Guyzance and why it has been replaced with a new one. The Clerk responded and to date no further correspondence has been received from The Estate. A letter was also received from Sir Anthony Milburn stating the seat ownership had passed to the Estate and that Sir Anthony hopes the new seat blends with the surroundings and would have no objection to a discreet plaque. Clerk to arrange a plaque.

b. Memorial Seat - outstanding

c. Dog Bin – Request has been put into NCC, awaiting installation

d. 65 Year Anniversary of the Guyzance Tragedy – Cllrs Mrs V Vaggs of Swarland PC has stated the arrangements for commemoration of 10 soldiers who died at Guyzance Bridge in 1945 have been made for this by the Regiment. There is a lunch arranged at the Northumberland Arms following a service.

e. Signage at Dairy Court – This has now been moved to a more suitable position as agreed with the residents and Northumberland County Council.

f. Millennium Walk – Clerk wrote to landowner updating him on the notification the Parish Council has put out in relation to the closure of Millennium Walk. The Clerk also requested that the pathway alongside the Village Hall be tidied up – to date no response has been received.

g. Gap by bus stop – Cllr Critchlow still to source two large rocks to prevent vehicle access.

07 Report by County Councillor 

CC Watson is still actively pursuing the upgrade of the footpath from Acklington to Togston and has requested an update from NCC on when this is to take place.

08 Finance

a. Financial Summary
The balance on account at £10,051.51

b. Payments and Receipts
The following list was put before members and approved for payment:
               000222  L Hamlin 92.17
               000223  Felton PC – Stationery 8.39
               000224  Village Hall 700.00
               000225  St Johns Church 250.00
               000226  Age Concern Donation 20.00

c. Budget Review – It was agreed to hold the precept at £3,500 for 2010/11.

09 Planning

a. To report on any planning decisions:
A/2009/0256 – Railway Inn. Installation of wigwams and yurts – APPROVED however the owners
are required to get architects on site to check that the lighting arrangements do not affect the 
railway service.
A/2009/0296 – West Lodge, Guyzance Hall – Oil Tank Replacement – APPROVED
A/2009/0359 – West Lodge, Guyzance Hall – Flood damage refurbishment – APPROVED
A/2009/0392 - Merlin House. Demolish shed, construct sunroom - APPROVED

b. To consider any planning matters:
A/2009/0216 - Guyzance Hall. CoU - Ballroom to function room 
A/2009/0222 - Mill House, Guyzance. Garage convert to bedrooms
A/2009/0419 - Percy House, 2 Cheeveley St. Two storey & single storey extensions
A/2009/0429 - Cavil Head. Farm shop and coffee shop

10 Requested Agenda Items

Rowan Trees donation – siting of (LC) – Cllr Newton confirmed he would arrange a site for the rowan trees within the village.
Recycling Facilities (DB) Clerk to contact NCC to ask advice as to placement of facilities and if they are in support of providing recycling facilities and then contact the Railway Inn to see if they would be prepared to house the facilities if acceptable to NCC.
Play Area Update (AS) – Cllr Sharpe confirmed that the plans were progressing well. She had attended the Playbuilder Roadshow with Mrs Newton and Mrs Thorpe and the expression of interest is to be submitted by Friday 13 November, the shortlist will be announced on 17 November. Clerk has been getting site designs and quotes together based on the consultation undertaken to date with the children.

11 Correspondence Received

NSP – Sustainable Community Strategy – Clerk to email details.
CAN AGM – 2pm 4 November at Longhoughton Community Centre
NALC AGM – 10.30am 14 November at Storey Park Community Centre, Morpeth
Northumberland News
Northumberland Wildlife Trust – No donation to be made
Age Concern – Donation of £20 to be sent
North East Trust for Aphasia – No donation to be made
CAN – Meet the Funders Event – Monday 9 November – Clerk and Cllr Sharpe to attend.
Letter received re public rights of way in Acklington and concerns raised about the footpath from the village hall to Rake Lane and what happens post 2012. Also maintenance of this footpath was raised – Clerk has requested the landowner cut this back but to date no work has been undertaken. Clerk to speak to Pathway Officer about this footpath.
Letter received from Mrs Isobel Lillie informing the Parish Council of the expressions of support received by Cllr Welch following the publication of the last Parish Council Minutes. 

12 Items for Circulation

CAN News
Celebrating North Northumberland Brochure

13 Urgent Items

War Memorial – a request was put forward to ask the church about the condition of the war memorial and whether any repair work was being considered, such as repairing the crack in the wall and re-guilding of lettering. Clerk to provide details of the War Memorial restoration funding that can be applied for.
Concern was raised about non-operational street lights in Churchill Way. The Clerk confirmed that NCC has been informed and had repaired the lights however they are not working again due to being shot out with air rifles. The police have been informed and the Clerk to request increased patrols around this area.
Grit boxes have been requested for the village at Field House Close and also boxes on the gradients at Guyzance.
A resident has requested that the Parish Council put up signage to ask residents to stop their cats fouling in gardens. The Parish Council discussed this and felt as cats have the right to roam it would be unviable to put up notices as there is no way of policing these activities.
Cllr Welch to arrange the village Christmas Tree again this year for outside the Village Hall.

14 Items of for Next Agenda: None

             The chairman closed the meeting at 9.40 pm
             Next meeting: Tuesday 5 January 2010 at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall
