
ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – November 2010


Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, J Davison, G Orr, 
                      A Sharpe and L Welch.

The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	01
	Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs Critchlow, Corson


	02
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda: Cllrs Barras and Newton declared an interest under Urgent Items – letter received re biting dog


	03
	The minutes of the meeting 7 September 2010 were agreed and signed as a true record.


	04
	Standing Item – Public Questions – None


	05
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 6 July 2010:

Item 19 – Play area update - no further news has been received from NCC regarding funding for the play area however CC Watson has been in contact with Paul Moffit, Head of Youth and Children’s Services which resulted in discussions with Robin Casson.  An email has been received by NCC from the Government however it does not clarify the situation.  CC Watson has sent an email requesting an explanation as to what the letter actually means but he does feel there may still be a chance of getting the money.  The Clerk reported that despite fortnightly emails to the Ministry of Justice with responses from Martin Coates’ assistant stating he will progress this, no further action has been taken.  Clerk to pursue this especially as the Ministry of Justice is looking to cut costs and may be in more of a position to progress this now.

Item 20 – War Memorial – Cllr Barras reported that he has spoken to Rev Brearley and they are looking at a £2k grant opportunity.  Cllr Barras has also been in touch with Bamburgh PC which has recently looked at funding for works within its parish.  There is also a north east charity which may be able to provide £50 funding which could be used to seek quotes for further works.  This led to discussion about the wreath laying on Remembrance Date and it was agreed Cllr Barras would liaise with the church to look to lay a wreath after the church service at 12.15pm on Sunday 14 November.

Item 24 – Bench Vandalism – The bench has been repaired and is now located on the patio at the back of the village hall.  It was agreed the Clerk to look at prices for a vandal proof bench at Inglenook.


Item 27 – Defra agreement details on pathway by Village Hall – Following the letter sent by the Parish Council requesting a meeting with the landowner the manager of the farm shop got in contact with Cllr Newton asking for further details.  Cllr Newton explained it was to see how the new owner and the PC could mutually help each other.  It proved difficult to arrange a suitable meeting date and the discussion about the Defra agreement to be put on hold until mid-year 2011.

Item 40 – Grit Bins – The Clerk has spoken with Michael Armstrong highlighting the concerns of the Parish Council about lack of grit bins which were requested more than 18 months ago.  NCC has advised it will be installing new bins around the county from 1 November and will ensure that new bins are placed in the parish, to include Guyzance, Bank House and the estate in Acklington.

Item 40 – Flytipping and skip provision suggestion – Clerk informed NCC re flytipping and also asked about provision of a temporary skip.  NCC state they do not have the financial resources at present to  provide a skip as if it was done for Acklington they would have to look at the same service through the county.

Item 40 – A1 Guyzance/Swarland cross over – Aone said they would undertake a review of this cross over and see if anything can be done. However they cannot install more signs around the area as this would cause a proliferation of signage and increase the confusion for drivers.  Clerk to pursue as the situation is getting worse.



	06
	Report by County Councillor 

CC Watson reported that the damage to the chicane following a recent accident will be repaired shortly.  The question was raised if there were any liability on the Parish Council in terms of the safety aspect of the chicane and it was confirmed that there is no liability and the accident was due to driver error.

CC Watson stated that despite his request and a similar request from the PC for the road up to Guyzance and the road from Bank Top Cottages to the bridge to be repaired as a matter of urgency, they have not been included on NCC’s priority list.  Clerk to write to Mr R Thorne requesting this work be added to the priority list.  

There are also problems with overhanging branches and hedges on the Bank Top Cottages road and Clerk to write to NCC about this along with repairs required on the road south of the Prison to the A1 which has problems with the road fragmenting and pot holes.


	07
	Finance

a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account – Current account £1,752.43, Interest account £9,578.70

b.  Payments and Receipts

The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000245

L Hamlin

111.00

000246

Acklington Village Hall

700.00

000247

St John’s Church

250.00

000248

The Pelican

50.00

Receipts – Precept of £1,750, interest of 41p and 40p from FOI request
c.  Budget Approval
The budget was approved and the precept to remain at £3,500 however this is on the expectation that when NCC’s budget is announced there are no unexpected financial implications for the Parish Council. If there are implications the budget and precept will be reviewed again at the January meeting.


	08
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:

A/2010/0290 - Bank House Cottage - loft conversation and internal alterations - APPROVED
A/2010/0293 -11 Bank House Farm - Orangery to rear of property - REFUSED

A/2010/0296 - Cavil Head – Signage - APPROVED

A/2010/0311 - Bank House Farm - Recreation Facilities - APPROVED

b. To consider any planning matters:

A/2010/0358 - Bank House Farm - Cycling/bin store and general store – a response to the concerns raised by the Parish Council was received from the applicant.  No further action to be taken.


Premises Licence for Guyzance Hall update – the residents and owner have come to a compromise of last orders being 11.30pm.  This is to be monitored.  Also residents have raised the issue that despite the planning approval at Guyzance Hall stating only 20 events could take place per year  there are already 28 bookings for 2011 (according to the Guyzance Hall website).  Clerk to contact the Enforcement Officer to request she looks into this and ascertain what system NCC has in place to monitor the usage of the Hall.


	09
	Requested Agenda Items  None


	10
	Correspondence Received

· CAN – AGM, 2pm on 3 November at Stannington Village Hall

· Letter of invitation from Village Hall Committee to attend a meeting to discuss the custodian trustee situation.  The meeting is to take place on Thurs 18 November at 7pm in the Village Hall.

· Action for Children donation request – No donation to be made.

· Consultation on proposal to amalgamate Druridge Bay Middle School and Amble Middle School – to be circulated.  Concern was raised that this has already been agreed on as the Head of the new school has already been appointed.

	11
	Items for Circulation

CAN News

NALC Annual Report 2009-2010

Rock Report

CAN Annual Report 2009-2010

Clerks and Councils Direct


	12
	Urgent Items

The Clerk reported that following complaints of the condition of a property on St Omer Road in Acklington it has been reported to NCC who will undertake a site visit and under section 215 issue a letter to the home owner if it is felt applicable.

Cllrs Newton and Barras left the meeting and Cllr Craig took the Chair

The Clerk reported that an anonymous letter had been received asking the Parish Council to help with a matter of a dog deemed dangerous as it had bitten two residents.  This dog has been reported to the dog warden and the police.  In light of the fact the letter is anonymous and that the relevant bodies have been informed the Parish Council are unable to take any action on this.  It did raise the issue of how the Parish Council should deal with anonymous letters and the Clerk to draft an anonymous letter policy.


	13
	Requests for next agenda

Anonymous Letter Policy

Guyzance Water Pump





Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm


Next meeting:  Tuesday 4 January at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall

Below are minutes from a meeting of Acklington Parish Council�held in the village hall on Tuesday 2nd November 2010





The minutes of all the latest Parish Council meetings (plus chairman’s reports and summary reports) can be found on the parish website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.acklingtonparish.org.uk" �www.acklingtonparish.org.uk�











