At the Meeting of the Council held at Acklington Village Hall on Tuesday 2 September 2008.

Present:  
Cllrs E Critchlow (Acting Chairman), T Corson, J Davison, G Orr, A Sharpe and L Welch


District Councillors: J G Watson 


The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	1
	Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were received from Cllr Newton.

	2
	Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 
None

	3
	The minutes of the meeting 1 July 2008 were signed as a true record.

	4
	Acklington Youth Forum – Defer to next meeting

	5
	Public Questions  - None

	6
	Matters Arising therefrom:

a) Update of playground land

A meeting took place with Gary Campbell of ADC who recommended that Kate Hudson, Play Liaison Officer of ADC, meet with the children of the village to ascertain what the requirements are for the play area and also to identify a suitable location.  Ms Hudson to meet with the children once the summer holidays are over.  Clerk has contacted Ministry of Justice to update them as to the position of the Parish Council in relation to the land request.  Cllr Corson stated that the Governor of the Prison had been down to the potential sites.  Clerk confirmed that ADC has stated the areas under discussion are already designated as recreation land.  DC Watson reminded the council that along with costs of equipment there will be the cost of the annual inspection, insurance and repairs and renewals.

b) Coal Road – Dog Signs

Clerk has received dog signs from ADC.  Clerk to check with Cllr Barras that he has spoken to Mr Pickering in relation to siting dog signs along Coal road.  Clerk also passed over a sign to Cllr Critchlow for siting in Guyzance.

c)   Request to Arriva

Clerk has received a response to the letter requesting the bus service to be increased during the evenings and weekends.  Arriva state they have noted the request however they have no plans to change the existing service.

d)   Prevention of Access to The Green

The Clerk has contacted ADC and NCC and neither is accepting ownership of this area.  Cllr Orr confirmed this is owned by the Ministry.  Cllr Welch has offered to install two posts either side of the pathway to stop incidences of vehicles accessing this area.  Thanks were given to Cllr Welch for this kind offer.

e)   Parish Newsletter

        Clerk and Cllr Newton to progress this.

f)   Mobile Speed Sign

        Clerk reported receiving details of costings of £6500 per sign with four posts from NCC.  There is also an annual charge of £1000 per year for resiting the signs four times per year.  DC Watson to speak with Warkworth Parish Council to see if they are interested in a joint purchase of this equipment.  Funding may be available for the purchase of the sign but not the annual charge.  The Councillors were unanimous in their agreement to proceed with this sign – funding permitting.

        Clerk to write to the Prison Governor raising the concerns of the Parish Council in relation to speeding of some of the workers at the prison.



	7
	Reports from District and County Councillors
DC Watson reported that there has been little progress made on the structure of the Single Unitary Authority.  There is also uncertainty over what role the Parish Council’s will play and how much more responsibility they will take on. It is hoped there will be five Area Committees which would mean Alnwick and Berwick being together – Parish Council’s need to ensure they are part of the Area Committees.

	8
	Finance
a) The Clerk circulated the financial summary and there were no queries.  It was agreed that this would be posted with the minutes in the notice boards in future, also including details of ring-fenced money.

b) The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000190

ADC – Planning Application Fees

165.50

000191

BDO Audit

58.75

000192

Village Hall Donation

700.00

000193

Clerks fees for July & August

83.54

000194

ACT Donation

100.00

00195

Toddler Group Donation

100.00

c)  There were no receipts since the last meeting.

d)  The audit has been completed and the auditors raised no concerns.



	9
	Planning

a. To report on any planning decisions:

       A/2008/0282 – Adj 5 Guyzance Village Conversation of building to form residence - WITHDRAWN

       A/2008/0350 – Land adj to Village Hall – change of use – APPROVED

b.  To consider any planning matters:

 None

	10
	Requested Agenda Items
a. Annual Budget Review 

    Clerk to circulate donation made for the last two years with amounts for Councillors to think about  what donations to be included in the budget for next year.  

b. Theft of Bench
     The bench at Millenium Walk has been stolen – cut off at the legs.  It was agreed that this needs replacing as this is a well used bench.  Clerk to write to the Governor of Acklington Prison to ascertain if the prisoners would be able to make another bench and highlight the way in which the bench was stolen to see if any preventative measures can be incorporated in the making.

c. Holiday Cottage Signage at Guyzance 
Cllr Critchlow reported that residents have contacted ADC in relation to the advertising signage at Guyzance for the holiday lets however they have received no response.  Clerk to contact Ms Thew, Enforcement Officer, to inform her of these signs.

	11
	Correspondence Received
a. NALC training courses – Cllrs Critchlow, Corson and Sharpe to attend.

b. Invitation to Scouts evening – no one to attend

c. NCC – Area Committee Meeting revised date – now 22 September at 2pm; Fourways 2, Dilston Terrace, Amble.

d. Acklington Toddler Group – request for donation – it was agreed unanimously to donate £100.

	12
	Items for Circulation
Clerks and Councils Direct

Local Council Update

	13
	Urgent Items
Strip of land along the B6345 by the turning into Dairy Court.  It has been reported that this piece of land has not been maintained and is an eyesore and also a safety hazard for road users – Clerk has been trying to identify who owns this land.   ADC and NCC state they are not responsible for the land.  It was suggested it may belong to Northumbrian Estates.  Clerk to investigate.   Also to check if there is a TPO on the three trees sited there.

Clerk informed the Council she is on leave from 4 – 16 September.



	14
	Items for Next Agenda
Acklington Youth Forum (AS)

Precept (Clerk)

Christmas Tree (LW)





Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm


Next meeting:  1 November at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall

