ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – March 2010


Present:  

Cllrs - D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, J Newton, A Sharpe and L Welch 

County Councillor - J Watson


The Parish Clerk in attendance - Mrs L Hamlin

	01
	Apologies for Absence:  Cllr G Orr
 

	02
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda:  None



	03
	The minutes of the meeting 3 November 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

 

	04
	Standing Item – Public Questions: None



	05
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 1 September 2009:

a.  Bench in Guyzance – The plaque is being made at a cost of £30 plus VAT

b.  Memorial Seat - The plaque is being made at a cost of £30 plus VAT

c.  Dog Bin – This has now been installed.

d.  65 Year Anniversary of the Guyzance Tragedy – There was a good turn out for this remembrance service.  Rev Parker held the service with refreshments at the Northumberland Arms.  There was some confusion as to whether this event will take place next year, Clerk to check with Cllr V Vaggs.

e.  Gap by bus stop – Cllr Critchlow still to source two large rocks to prevent vehicle access.  Clerk to contact NCC to see if they can provide these rocks.

f.   Siting of Rowan Trees – possibly in the gap by the bus stop if rocks cannot be sourced.

g.  Recycling Facilities – The Railway Inn has declined to house recycling facilities due to the noise issue.  No alternative could be suggested so this issue to be left at present.

h.  Play Area Update - £42,750 has been allocated by Playbuilder to the scheme.  Cllr Sharpe thanked the Clerk for all her work on this application.  A Coffee Morning is to be arranged to publicize the designs for consultation and also as a fundraiser.  One issue is the Ministry of Justice is now not keen to hand over the land however they may be amenable to a lease arrangement.  Councillors suggested asking if the Ministry of Justice would be prepared to sell the land – Clerk to pursue.  An application to Awards for All was unsuccessful.  

i.   Public Rights of Way update  - A letter of response has been sent to Mr Morris informing him that the permissive bridlepath scheme for the footpath to 2012 is led by DEFRA and the it is up to the landowner to renew the scheme but only if DEFRA allow the renewal.  It is not a right of way – only permissive right of access and unfortunately the Parish Council or NCC had no influence on and extension on the timescale.

The footpath which originally ran across the railway is a separate issue and this was diverted to the west of the railway line some year ago and this is a permanent diversion instigated by NCC.

Cllr Budge raised the issue of the footpath by the prison being reinstated.  Investigations have been ongoing and the pathway officer has stated there is no evidence of an extinguishable order on this pathway.  Cllr Barras raised this issue a few years ago and was informed that evidence of use of this pathway from over 20 years ago is required.  The new owner is putting up fencing here as he is putting livestock in the fields (as opposed to the arable land of recent years).  CC Watson to raise the issue with Dave Brooks and Tony Derbyshire at NCC.

j.  War Memorial update – No response as yet on this issue.  Clerk to follow up.

	06
	Report by County Councillor 

NCC has advised that the pathway between Acklington and Togston should be completed by the end of March.

The owners of The Railway Inn have requested that the bus service be extended to go up to the Railway Inn and turn around there.  CC Watson has informed them that this has to be a commercial decision by the bus company.  It was agreed that ideally the bus service should link to the railway station however there is no suitable place for a bus to turn at this point.

Northern News on Red Squirrels has been received and should be put in parish council notice boards.

Budget update – the Highway budget which was originally planned for cuts has had £3m put back in for capital spend on roads in Northumberland.  There will be cuts services e.g. social care cuts, reduction in flower beds, cessation of glass collection.  The issue with car parking charges has still not been resolved – NCC is trying to make parking charges the same across the County.  There will be worse cuts to come in the next financial year. 



	07
	Finance

a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account is £8,990.13

b.  Payments and Receipts

The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000227

Cllr Welch for Christmas Tree

70.00

000228

Village Hall Committee – hall hire

12.00

000229

L Hamlin November 2009- March 2010

214.08

000230

Great North Air Ambulance

20.00

000231

Community Action Northumberland

20.00

000232

The Pelican

50.00

000233

Citizens Advice

20.00

000234

J Newton – Dog Bin

49.00

c. Local Council Administration, 8th edition – It was agreed the Clerk should purchase the latest edition of this as the edition being used is the 5th edition.


	08
	Planning

a.  To report on any planning decisions:

A/2009/0216 - Guyzance Hall.  CoU - Ballroom to function room - WITHDRAWN

A/2009/0222 - Mill House, Guyzance. Garage convert to bedrooms - APPROVED

A/2009/0419 - Percy House, 2 Cheeveley St. 2 storey & single storey extensions - APPROVED

A/2009/0429 - Cavil Head. Farm shop and coffee shop – APPROVED

b.  To consider any planning matters:

A/2010/0020 - Guyzance Hall - Change of use from residential to residential and function.  Clerk to draft an objection letter taking into account the issues and concerns raised by residents in relation to noise, traffic etc and circulate for comment.

A/2010/0038 – Guyzance Hall – Break out former window opening to form an internal door and widen external door.  Clerk to advise that the plans submitted are incorrect and that this should be a retrospective application.  Clerk to circulate for comment before submission.

A/2010/0040 – Brainshaugh House, Brainshaugh – Conversion of former stable/feed storage for use as garage – on circulation.


	09
	Requested Agenda Items

Community Forum update (JN)

Cllr Newton reported that a Chairman (Cllr Rixon) and Vice Chair (Cllr Welch) have been appointed as opposed to a roving Chair, the constitution is to be amended to state this.  Funds have been put in place by the participating Parish Councils and the first public meeting has been arranged for Monday 26 April at 7pm in Swarland Village Hall with two items on the agenda to entice people – broadband and the state of the county roads.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would be involved in the cluster with the two representatives being Clls Welch and Barras.  Concerns were raised about the Constitution being made up purely from Parish Councils and the Clerk to look into this at the next meeting.

Draft Timetable East Coast Mainline (DB)

There has been extensive petitioning and media coverage about the potential reduction in services to the train services.  It may however be that other train operators come on board and alleviate this problem.  There has been an increase of 400% usage and a new car park has been built at Alnmouth.  Clerk to make representation from the Parish Council stating their concern at the proposed reductions.

Recent inclement weather (JN)
Cllr Newton expressed concern over the lack of gritting and road clearing during the recent bad weather.  It was reported that the grit bins at Guyzance had not been replenished and also more bins are required.  The Clerk confirmed that NCC were looking at the siting of all bins in the County as they had to resort to using contractors for the filling of bins and could not determine where all the bins were.  There was an issue in Guyzance will people not being able to receive fuel due to the lack of clearing of the roads and Clerk to write to NCC stating the concerns and requesting more bins.  There were also 4 accidents at the bridge to Guyzance and vehicles could not get up the hill to Guyzance and Bank Top.

Cllr Corson raised the issue of Churchill Way needing resurfacing as this road had deteriorated during the weather and roads around the Churchill Way are allocated to be resurfaced but not currently Churchill Way.



	10
	Correspondence Received

· NCC – Proposals for Transfer of Services – this does not affect Acklington Parish Council as they are not transferring services to the Parish.

· NCC – Charter for Local Councils - the Charter will be reviewed this year by NCC and the Parish Councils will be consulted by NCC in due course.

· NCC – Adopt of he Alnwick Planning for Renewable Energy – this has been approved and a CD copy has been requested by the Clerk.

· NALC – Royal Garden Party – no interest

· Fruit and Nuts for Alnwick – order 6 nut trees

· Leader Programme request to attend meeting – it was agreed to forward details to Cllrs Critchlow and Sharpe.

· Acklington Village Hall Committee thank you letter for £700 donation with an update on works planned and the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2009.

· NHS – Putting People First Annual Conference 2010 to be held at Newbiggin Sports and Community Centre on Tuesday 23 March with booking form.

· Email copy re road maintenance informing NCC about hazardous roads within the area.  Clerk to ensure work is undertaken

· CAN – Donation of £20 given

· Air Ambulance – Donation of £20 given

· Alnwick Playhouse – Donation request – no donation given.



	11
	Items for Circulation - None

	12
	Urgent Items
· Cllr Davison presented an issue with the Black Poplar tree which is in the North East corner of the School Field.  NCC has stated that the tree is a risk to pupil safety and should be removed.  However, the tree is an endangered species and Cllr Davison feels it should be preserved and other solutions considered.  Clerk to request a TPO be placed on the tree. 

· It was reported that renovation works and hard core track have been taking place on an old barn between Guyzance and Bank House.  Clerk forwarded this to the Enforcement Officer for clarification and is still awaiting a response.  Clerk to pursue.

· Cllr Critchlow reported that the two holes up to Guyzance have still not been repaired.  Clerk to contact NCC again.

· Concerns were raised about rumours that Cavil Head had planning permission for a hotel and holiday lets.  The Clerk confirmed that no permission has been granted and no application has been received. 



	13
	Items of for Next Agenda
Apologies from Cllr Barras.


Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40 pm

Next meeting:  Annual Meeting to be held on WEDNESDAY 5 MAY in Acklington Village Hall after the Annual Parish Meeting to be held at 7.30pm.
Below are minutes from the meeting of Acklington Parish Council held in the village hall on Tuesday 2nd March 2010














