Below are minutes from the meeting of Acklington Parish Council held in the village hall on Tuesday 1st September 2009

Present:  
Cllrs D Barras, G Budge, L Craig, E Critchlow, T Corson, G Orr, A Sharpe and L Welch 

  

County Councillor J Watson



The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

01
Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs J Davison and J Newton

02
Declarations of Interest on the Agenda: None

03
The minutes of the meeting 7 July 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

04
Standing Item – Public Questions: None

05
Matters Arising from the meeting on 6 May 2009:

a.  Guyzance Hall Update 

The Clerk has been informed by the Enforcement Officer that an application for some minor works is due to be submitted.  The Change of Use application is progressing, initial information was not sufficient and more information has been requested.  An application for works on West Lodge has been received however it was delayed as it was invalid but is now in the system and neighbours will be consulted.

CC Watson stated Mrs P Ratcliffe had sent a letter to the Chief Executive of NCC in relation to the concerns about Guyzance Hall and to date has still received no response however a letter has been drafted which will be finalised and sent to Mrs Ratcliffe.

Cllr Craig informed the Parish Council that residents of Guyzance were invited to a meeting by the owner who stated that he had not known planning permission was required for the works being undertaken.  He stated there would be a minimum of 20 events during the year, covering 20 weeks of the year.  He has commissioned a traffic survey and is responding to questions raised by NCC on sewerage.  A resubmission of the planning application is to be submitted in November. 

A new entrance has been made into the ballroom which has been made by cutting through the original wall.  

It was agreed to request the Enforcement Officer attend the next Parish Council Meeting to discuss Guyzance Hall.

Cllr Welch joined the Parish Council Meeting

b.  Replacement Bench for Acklington    

This bench is now in place and has been well received and is being used.

c.  Coquet Childrens Centre

The Clerk reported she has received detailed information from NCC in relation to how the decision on the Coquet Childrens Centre was arrived at.  Clerk to circulate the details to the Parish Council for them to review.

d.  Post box request in Acklington

Clerk is awaiting a response from Royal Mail on this issue and will continue to pursue.

e.  Bench in Guyzance

Cllrs Newton and Critchlow installed the new bench at Guyzance as a replacement to the existing bench which was deemed unsafe.  This has raised mixed comments from residents of Guyzance comprising: the original bench should be repaired, the new bench is lovely and the new bench is too small.  It was agreed to write to Sir Anthony Milburn stating the original Sir Leonard John Milburn’s Bench has been replaced and that a plaque will be put on the new bench dedicating the bench to Sir Leonard John Milburn.

f.  Memorial Seat

Defer to next meeting

g.  Dog Bin

Clerk still awaiting a response from NCC on a new bin.  Clerk to follow up this request.

06
Report by County Councillor 

CC Watson reported that the Black Bridge has still not got Executive approval for works to go ahead however the report has recommended the work be undertaken.  If there are funds left over these could possibly be used on the footpath from Acklington to Togston.

The Day Care Centre consultation has been completed and the report of the findings is due.

The Emergency Care Hospital is progressing however the Health Care Trust has been asked for provide more information, specifically in relation to concerns raised about public transport to the preferred site.  In principle the Hospital has been agreed however the location is still in question.

07
Finance
a.  Financial Summary

The balance on account at 26 August 2009 - £8,807.80

b.  Payments and Receipts

The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

                       000219         L Hamlin                                                  105.31

                       000220        BDO Stoy HHayward LLP (Audirors)         57.50

                       000221        Green-Tech Limited (Seat)                       345.00

c.  Audit Conclusion - BDO Stoy Hayward has approved the accounts and no issues were raised.

08
Planning
a.  To report on any planning decisions:

A/2009/0184 – Merlin House, 7 Acklington.  Erect sunroom – APPROVED

Decision on gating of Public Highway at Inglenook - REFUSED

b.
To consider any planning matters:

A/2008/0466 – High Hazon Farm – Appeal against refusal decision

A/2009/0216 - Guyzance Hall.  CoU - Ballroom to function room 

A/2009/0222 - Mill House, Guyzance. Garage convert to bedrooms

A/2009/0256 – Railway Inn.  Installation of wigwams and yurts

09
Requested Agenda Items
Drowning of youth at Guyzance – The Parish Council express their regret at such a tragic incident.  Discussion took place as to whether the Parish Council could take any action to prevent any future incidences here however this is private land so no action can be taken.

It was proposed that the Parish Council contact Cllr Mrs V Vaggs to show support for the 65 year anniversary of the tragic deaths at the same location.  Clerk to ascertain what is being arranged and how the Parish Council could support this event.

10
Correspondence Received

a.  NCC – Car Parking Questionnaire – All Councillors contributed to the completion of this questionnaire in relation to parking within the County.  Clerk to submit response.

b.  NALC Questionnaire – All Councillors contributed to the completion of this questionnaire from NALC requesting information on the Parish Council and how the Parish Council see the New Unitary Authority affecting the operation of the Council.  Clerk to forward response to NALC.

11
Items for Circulation
a.  CAN News

b.  NHS - Adult Care Directive.  Cllr Critchlow asked if this could be provided in email format in 

     future.  Clerk to request this.

c.  Boundary Committee – Draft Recommendations for comments – deadline 9 November.

12
Urgent Items
a.  The Clerk reported that new signage was installed for Dairy Court by NCC however it was not placed in the right location.  The Clerk has met with a resident next to Dairy Court to agree a more suitable location and will liaise with NCC on relocating the signage.

b.  Cllr Sharpe received a report that Millennium Walk had been closed off last week and public were unable to access the walk.  The Clerk met with the land owner to ascertain the situation with land and he does not wish for the public to have access to this walkway.  The Clerk contacted NCC Footpaths Officer who stated that as permissive rights were given only by Northumberland Estates there is no legal obligation for the new landowner to provide the same rights.  The Clerk is to erect notices around the parish to inform residents that the Millennium Walk can no longer have public access and put this information in The Pelican.

The landowner also discussed the pathway alongside the Village Hall which has right of access until 2012 which he currently has no issues with.

The Clerk is to write to the landowner informing him of the actions that are being taken in relation to Millennium Walk and also to request that the pathway alongside the Village Hall be tied up for ease of access.

c.  The gap beside the bus stop is being accessed again by vehicles.  Cllr Critchlow to look into methods of closing this gap to vehicles.

d.  Cllr Orr requested sight of the Village Hall Accounts – Clerk to email to all Councillors.
13
Items of for Next Agenda
Rowan Trees donation – siting of (LC)

Recycling Facilities (DB)

Inglenook (LW) – it was agreed that this would not be included on the next agenda as this issue has been addressed and no further action can be taken.

Play Area Update (AS)

On a final note Cllr Sharpe thanked the Clerk for attending the Play Area meeting and providing help and advice on how to progress the funding for this area.  Cllr Sharpe also thanked the Clerk for her work over the bank holiday weekend in relation to Dairy Court and Millennium Walk.


Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm


Next meeting:  Tuesday 3 November at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall
