

ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


At the Meeting of the Council held at Acklington Village Hall on Tuesday 1 July 2008.

Present:  
Cllrs J Newton, D Barras, E Critchlow, T Corson, J Davison, Mrs A Sharpe and L Welch

District Councillors: J E Horbrough and J G Watson 


The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin

	1
	Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were received from Cllrs G Orr and D Potts.

 
	Actions

	2
	Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 
Cllr Davison declared an interest on Item 8b – Planning Application for School House, 26 Acklington.

	

	3
	The minutes of the meeting 7 May 2008 were signed as a true record.

 
	

	4
	Public Questions  - None
	

	5
	Matters Arising therefrom:

a) Update of playground land
A meeting is to be arranged for 17 July at 7pm for interested parties to attend to discuss how to progress the children’s play area.  Gary Campbell of ADC to attend. Clerk to invite ATC and a representative from the Youth Forum, also meeting to be published on web site and notice boards.  The Youth Forum would like to speak at the next Parish Council meeting.
b) Coal Road – Dog Signs
Cllr Sharpe has received dog poo bags from Adrian Bell of Oscars and these have been affixed to fencing.  Clerk reported that dog signs can be obtained free from ADC – it was agreed two signs be acquired one for each end of Coal Road.  Cllr Barras to confirm with Mr Pickering that this is acceptable.
c) Integrated Transport Plan
Clerk provided the Parish Council with the details currently held for Acklington Parish in the Integrated Transport Plan.  The existing requests were discussed and some updates are required.  Clerk to contact NCC to state the top priority is a footpath from Acklington to Togston.
d)     Request to Arriva
Clerk has received a response to the letter requesting the bus service to come into Acklington.  Arriva state that due to road layout they are unable to grant this request unless the service continued into Felton and this would seriously compromise revenue.  The issue of increased buses in the evening and weekends had not been commented on so Clerk to request a response on this from Arriva.
e)     Police Contact
Clerk has invited the police to attend the Parish Council meeting however Sgt John Cowen informed the Clerk that there is no local beat officer for Acklington and therefore there is no guarantee that a police officer may be available to attend a meeting.  DC Watson informed the Council that he would take up this issue with Insp Sue Peart.      

f)      Prevention of Access to The Green
        NCC has responded to the request of installation of a bollard to prevent unlawful car access across The Green.  NCC is concerned that this may inconvenience wheelchair and pushchair users.  Clerk to request therefore that the hedging be replaced to decrease the size of the gap.
b. Castington Work Parties
         Cllr Sharpe reported the work may be undertaken at the Village Hall pending a successful inspection by Castington.

	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr Barras
Clerk

Clerk

DC Watson

Clerk




	6
	Reports from District and County Councillors
DC Horbrough reported the following: 

· Closure of telephone box – It would appear that most of the phone boxes have received objections to closures.  The GPO have proposed contacting Parish Councils to see if they would be prepared to share in the costs of keeping some phone boxes open.
· The Post Office closures will be discussed at the ADC Special Parish Forum on 30 July.

· World Environment Day took place in Acklington and Warkworth Schools.  The group would like to arrange a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss their plans for the future, preferably in October.

DC Watson reported the following:

· Post Office closures – an announcement of closures will be made very soon.

· Belonging Communities will now not be part of the SUA.

· Post-16 transport – bus fares for students post-16 will be abolished for those who have over 3 miles to travel to school.


	

	7
	Finance
The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

000189
Clerks fees for May and June incl Membership charges
119.62
· The Clerk circulated the financial summary and there were no queries.

· Clerk reported that a response had not been received from Mr Rowntree in terms of funding for the cost of swimming/transport for the school children.  Cllr Newton to follow this up with Mr Rowntree.

· Cllr Newton reported a donation of £75 had been received from ACT.  This money to be ring-fenced and Councillors to think about how this could be best used.


	

	8
	Planning

c. To report on any planning decisions:

A/2008/0166 – Merlin House.  Construction of garage with living accommodation – WITHDRAWN

A/2008/0175 – 5 Guyzance Village. Reading room to living accommodation –approved
A/2008/0243 – Brainshaugh House. Alterations to listed building – approved
A/2008/0248 – 2 St Omer Road. Conservatory to Rear – approved
A/2008/0255 – School House, 26 Acklington Install gas, damp proof & driveway – APPROVED

A/2008/0262 – 1 St Omer Road. Two storey & single storey extensions – approved

d. To consider any planning matters:

A/2008/0282 – Adj 5 Guyzance Village Conversation of building to form residence.  Cllr Newton reported that following a site visit an objection had been submitted stated the footprint of the plans were too large and also querying whether the existing sewerage system was adequate for this proposal.
	

	9
	Requested Agenda Items
a.  Parish Survey
No surprises have come out of the Parish Survey.  The usual problems and issues have been raised ie roads, lighting, pathways, train services.  The results confirm that the Parish Council are pursuing the right issues for the community.  A newsletter to be produced to update residents to include an update also on previous matters, ie Minerals & Waste Document.  Also communicate via the web sites.  Cllr Newton and Clerk to devise the newsletter.
	Cllr Newton/ Clerk




	
	b.  Speeding
Speeding is still an issue.  Insp Sue Peart has devised a speed watch initiative where residents report those cars they see speeding to the police, to include details of registration plate, time and date of speeding and whether a man or a woman was driving.  These details can be emailed to the police and it will be anonymous.  The police will then follow up incidents.

DC Watson informed the Council that there are movable 30 mph signs available which there may be funding available for.  The scheme could be shared with other Parish Councils locally.  Clerk to find out details of costs for signage.
c.  Grass Cutting 
Cllr Welch stated some residents were unhappy with the recent grass cutting, the grass had not been cut up to the hedges.  Cllr Welch will undertake to do a one of cut to improve this situation.  Clerk to write to ADC informing them of the dissatisfaction with the level of cutting.

d.  Access to A1
Concern was raised as to the police stating the access to the A1 following the recent accidents should be closed off.  This would have a knock on affect for traffic routing through Acklington and Felton.  The Clerk informed the Council that this could not be undertaken without a consultation process and therefore they would be informed if this was proposed.

e.  Community Garden
A meeting has taken place to progress the Community Garden, the Village Hall Committee are driving this initiative.  Sullivan Associates are offering their services free to prepare a plan of what is intended for the land, to include fencing.  DC Horbrough stated help may be available from Groundworks Northumberland who are currently looking for sites to install willow fencing.  DC Horbrough to provide contact details.  Planning permission is required for change of use of the land and if the Parish Council applies for the permission the planning fees are only 50% of normal charges.  It was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council would fund this.
	Clerk
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	10
	Correspondence Received
NCC – Post Office Closures meeting - Friday 11 July.  No one to attend.
NCC – Confirmation of Modification Order (no 8) for Public Right of Way

ADC – request for details of any land the Parish Council fee would be available for housing – None known.


	

	11
	Items for Circulation
CAN Newsletter

Rock Newsletter


	

	12
	Urgent Items
Cllr Critchlow reported an ongoing issue with dog dirt outside the holiday lets at Guyzance.  Clerk to contact ADC for dog fouling signs.  Clerk to write to the owners of the site to inform them of this ongoing problem and ensure they take action to resolve this.


	Clerk

Clerk

	13
	Items for Next Agenda
None


	



Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 pm


Next meeting:  Tuesday 2 September at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall
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