ACKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – March 2011
Below are minutes from a meeting of Acklington Parish Council
held in the village hall on Tuesday 1st March 2011

The minutes of all the latest Parish Council meetings (plus chairman’s reports and summary reports) can be found on the parish website:  www.acklingtonparish.org.uk











Present:  Cllrs J Newton, G Budge, L Craig, J Davison, G Orr, A Sharpe and L Welch.  
  The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin
	
68
	
Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs Barras, Corson and Critchlow

	69
	Declarations of Interest on the Agenda: Cllrs Craig and Davison on Planning 11/00004/LBC, Cllr Sharpe on Lindsay Smith’s donation request.

	70
	The minutes of the meeting 4 January 2011 were agreed and signed as a true record.

	71
	Standing Item – Public Questions – 
Mrs Welch raised the issue of dog fouling along the road from Coal House Farm to Inglenook which has increased in recent months.  The Clerk is to raise this with the Dog Warden stating that it appears fouling is taking place early morning and late evening.
Mrs Welch stated that fly tipping along Bunny Lane is an issue and the Clerk confirmed she would inform NCC and request a “No Fly tipping” sign to be installed.

	72
	Matters Arising from the meeting on 2 November 2010:
Item 19 – Play area update – The funding has been received in the Parish Council bank account from NCC and NCC are requesting wording for the signage now along with quotations/orders which are required by the end of March.  A letter has been received from Kenneth Clarke MP stating the Ministry of Justice would be contacting the Parish Council in early February to discuss the next steps.  No contact has been made and the Clerk has contacted both Sir Alan Beith’s Office and Kenneth Clarkes Office to inform them of this – no response has been received.  It was agreed to hold a separate meeting to discuss how to progress this and include residents around the proposed area and the Contractor also to be invited to this meeting.  Clerk to propose dates.
Item 20 – War Memorial - Defer
Item 24 – Bench vandalism – The bench has been delivered and installed.  Thanks were given to Cllr and Mrs Welch for installing the bench.
Item 40 – A1 Guyzance/Swarland cross over – The Clerk has reported to AOne the concerns of the Parish Council about this cross over and the response is that the traffic management is regularly checked by the safety contracts to ensure it is both legal and safe.
Item 47 – Road repairs to Guyzance – Works were planned for end of January – Some patching work has been undertaken however there are still slippage issues at Mill House and Guyzance Cottage and large pot holes remain.  Cllr Craig to send photos to the Clerk and the Clerk to report to NCC.
Item 47 – Overhanging branches at Bank Top Cottages – still outstanding – Clerk to pursue with NCC.
Item 53 – St Omer Road Property – This area has been cleared of vegetation.  Local children are accessing the property and Clerk to inform NCC of this safety issue.
Item 63 – Guyzance Water Pump – The Listed Building Officer of NCC is looking into the issue of the water pump and will report back her findings to the Council.  Cllr Craig stated another water pump in Guyzance was to be reinstated along with planning permission however it was actually removed.  Clerk to inform NCC.
Item 63 – Royal Mail Deliveries in bad weather – A standard response was received from Royal Mail in relation to deliveries due to the bad weather – they only deliver where it is safe and possible to do so.  As there are limited times of bad weather they have no plans to change their existing contingency plans.
Item 63 – Snow clearance contractors – NCC Highways are in the process of reviewing their Winter Maintenance Operations and the use and nomination of private contractors and will update us once they have completed their review.
Item 64 – Grass cutting provided by NCC – The area covered by NCC are the verges between the two 30pmh signs either end of the Village.
Item 66 – Hawthorn Hedge at East of Millennium Walk – Tony Derbyshire of NCC has contacted the landowner and asked him to cut back the hedges before the end of March which he has agreed to do.  This work has been done however all the branches have been left in situ which could cause a tripping hazard.  Clerk to report back to NCC.
Item 66 – Street lighting at the Chicane and end of Churchill Way - Cllrs to check if these have been repaired and report back to the Clerk.
Item 66 – Footpath by 1 Field House Close in need of repair – Two requests have been put into NCC for this work, to date no confirmation has been received that this has taken place.  Clerk to pursue.

	73
	Report by County Councillor  - None

	74
	Finance
a.  Financial Summary
The balance on account – Current account £1.00, Interest account £52,357.93 
b.  Payments and Receipts
The following list was put before members and approved for payment:

	000259
	L Hamlin
	£117.19

	000256
	NALC
	£10.00

	000257
	Information Commission
	£35.00

	000258
	Mid-Coquet Cluster
	£70.20

	000260
	Age Concern
	£20.00

	000261
	Great North Air Ambulance
	£20.00



Receipts – £42,750 from NCC for Playbuilder


	75
	Planning
a.  To report on any planning decisions:
A/2010/0480 - Fairways, 2 Quarry Avenue - Two Storey side extension - APPROVED
A/2010/0502 - East Barn, Guyzance Hall - Conversion to holiday let -WITHDRAWN
A/2010/0503 - Guyzance Hall - Machine Store - WITHDRAWN

b. To consider any planning matters:
A/2010/0452 - 11 Bank House Farm - Sunroom to rear of property
A/2010/0464 - 1 Dye House, Guyzance - installation of external flue
11/00004/LBC - First School - Fencing, signage and lighting – the fencing application has been resubmitted following objections from the Historic Buildings Officer, a new design has been put forward which meets with the Officers approval.  The Council has been asked if they wish to uphold their objection.  Discussion took place and it was agreed to uphold the objection.
A/2011/0021 - 5 Bank House Cottages - Extension to time limit – no objections
A/2011/0058 – Mill House, Guyzance – Variation to condition 3 to enable building to be used as holiday let – Objections to be submitted by Clerk


	76
	Requested Agenda Items
Royal Mail Post Box– Royal Mail has responded to state that Churchill Way does not warrant a new post-box.  The policy for Royal Mail is “In each postcode area where the delivery point density is not less than 200 delivery points per square kilometer, not less than 99% of users or potential users of postal services are within 500 metres of a post box”.  Although the area is more than 500 metres from the nearest post-box, the number of delivery points outside of the 500 metre radius is well below the 200 threshold determined by the postal licence.
Meeting with NCC re service provision – The Clerk met with Terry Garnick of NCC following the letter received on service provision by NCC to parishes.  NCC has undertaken a major u-turn and will no longer be demanding payment from Parishes for the list of services it originally stated.  However, NCC will be looking to parishes to provide payment for grass cutting from 2012 and provision of new bins.  The details of costs for grass cutting will not be made available to the Parish Council until early summer this year.  The only other service will be maintenance of bus shelters and as the Parish Council only has one in use which is stone with concrete roof there should be little maintenance required.
Parish Councils need to look at payment for election costs in 2013 so money should be ring fenced for this purpose.  If an election is held the cost to the Parish Council is in the region of £5,000 which is nearly equivalent to two years precept.  NCC may allow Councils to pay over a few years for this but to date no confirmation of this has been received.


	77
	Correspondence Received
· Letter of thanks from Acklington First School for the donation made to them.
· NALC – Royal Garden Party nomination – Cllr Newton does not wish to be put forward for this
· Royal British Legion 90th Celebrations x 2 letters.  The British Legion is asking Councils to host a “Poppy Party”.  It was agreed that this was not practical for such a small parish.  Acklington Councillors have been invited by Warkworth and Amble District Branch of the Royal British Legion to attend a service on Sunday 26 June 2011 at 9am at St Lawrence Parish Church followed by refreshments.
· Age Concern – donation request – It was agreed to donate £20
· Great North Air Ambulance – donation request - It was agreed to donate £20
· Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering Committee – donation request – it was agreed  not to donate 
· Lindsay Smith – donation request for cross-cultural exchange to Ghana – it was agreed not to donate as budget has been allocated and if this donation was made then it could cause issues for further requests from others.  Cllr Craig stated there is a method of getting funding via the internet and will pass details to Cllr Sharpe for her to inform Ms Smith.
· Credit Union donation request – no donation to be made
· Eco North – making the most of your land for wildlife and education – this information was passed to the Village Hall Committee.
· BlueSkyForest newsletter re proposed development at Widdrington for information only
· Alnwick Playhouse Spring 2011 brochure – given out at meeting
· Councillor Resignation Letter – The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr Davison will be resigning after the May meeting following over 31 years of service.  Cllr Newton thanked Cllr Davison for his commitment over the years and that he will be a loss to the Council however he understood the reasons behind the resignation.
· NCC – information on future bus services proposals following the cuts at NCC – there would be no impact on the local service for Acklington.


	78
	Items for Circulation
Clerks and Councils Direct – on circulation


	79
	Urgent Items
· Information Commission – The Clerk reported that the Parish Council is legally bound to register with the Information Commission at a cost of £35.  Paperwork will be submitted for this.
· The Clerk has reported the flooding problem in the field into Acklington to Northumberland Estates who are going to investigate and try to rectify the problem.
· The Clerk has informed NCC that the 30mph speeding signage is not working and requested it be fixed and that they should remain in situ for a further three weeks.
· The Clerk has informed NCC about the vandalism to the litter bins by the bus stop and NCC have raised a works order to ensure the bins are not damaged and site them correctly.
· Cllr Craig stated that work is being undertaken at The Hemmel at Bank House.  The work that was granted planning permission has been completed and this work is over and above what the permission allowed.  Clerk to inform the Enforcement Officer.


	80
	Requests for next agenda
None



Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55 pm
Next meeting:  Annual Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting 
WEDNESDAY 4th MAY at 7.30 pm in Acklington Village Hall


