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INTRODUCTION
This community booklet has been planned to givecoemers to Acklington
Parish the sort of information needed but will disouseful to parishioners
already living here. We, the members of AcklingtGommunity Team,
hope you will find it of value.
A short history of Acklington can be found at theck along with a map of
the local area.

GENERAL INFORMATION
In welcoming newcomers who do not know Northumbetjaand its
position as the most northern part of Northumbunia, give a little general
information.
Our nearest city is Newcastle upon Tyne (24 milesya with its fine
galleries, theatres, Centre For Life and the vibragenerated quayside area
and The Gateshead Metro Centre (the largest insloopping complex in
Europe) with a retail park and general stores.
Nearer to home we have some of the county’'s topistowttractions.
Warkworth is only 3 miles away with its hillside stee, charming small
shops, pubs and river walks, while Amble, also 3esnaway, is a very
friendly fishing port with a bustling working hanoand a new marina.
Boat trips can be taken to the nearby RSPB resatv€oquet Island.
Alnwick, with its mighty medieval fortress of Alnek Castle—one of the
finest in Europe and stage set for Harry Potter Bralveheart—is set in
stunning landscape.
In the county and just beyond are Kielder Forestl &nelder Water
respectively (Western Europe’s largest man-madestoand man-made
lake) and Beamish Open-Air Museum (one of Europgsaward winning
museums). Northumberland has often been callgdiBs best kept secret.
The coastline from Druridge Bay to Berwick is desited an area of
outstanding natural beauty. Around the Cheviot IsHilis the
Northumberland National Park and further inlandthe Border Forest
National Park. The Roman Wall stretches from eaast to west coast and
the area, with its abundance of castles, pele ®waerd former battlefields,
is full of turbulent history.

Police/Fire/Ambulance—in an emergency ring 999 for any of the
three emergency services. For Police General Eequing 0845 6043043.




ACKLINGTON COMMUNITY TEAM (ACT)

In November 2000 some parents of children at Agkbn First Schoal
thought it would be a good idea to form a grouppebple to oversee
activities that would benefit the residents of Acgton and the surrounding
area. They sent out a questionnaire to see whéetieee was sufficient
support for this new venture. A positive responssulted in a meeting
being called in Acklington School on 13th Febru&@01l. Two doze
people attended that initial meeting and a new camiy group wa
formed.

At first, the group was called “Community Friend§ Acklington” and
subsequent meetings took place to discuss ideastiwmion, committee,
fund-raising, etc. @ The group’s name was changed Atklington
Community Team (ACT for short) and it was formalaunched with
Ceilidh in the village hall on 1st September 200he first chairperson said
“l am very excited about what we hope to achievea ammunity in
Acklington. We know there are a few on-going #&av taking place
already but the village is growing and more amesitare needed if we are
to build a real sense of community. To do thishaee formed ACT. We
have such a lot to db.

There is now a small voluntary team of people whban behalf of the
Community to organise a range of leisure, enviramiadeand cultural
activities for all age groups with the aim of bullg community spirit,
Contacts are:- 01670 761446. Such is the commitraed dedication of
this voluntary team that ACT submitted an entrytfog Calor® Village of
the Year competition 2007/2008 and won the presigi title of
Northumberland Village of the Year 2007

Meetings, details on the village notice boards andhe Acklington paris
website (www.acklingtonparish.org.uk) take placethe village hall an
everyone is invited to attend. ACT will gladly apt any help whatsoever
from any member of the community. All events tgace in the villag
hall unless mentioned otherwise. Some of these are
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Acklington Sports Club for children of all ages and abilities. Sessions
take place every Friday between 5.45 and 8.30pmaamdurrently £1 per
child or £1.50 per family. Tel 01670 760743/01681446.

Quiz Nights, Very popular.




Ceilidh, a good time is had by all.

History Society Talks—There are talks on a wide range of subjects,
mostly local.

May Day Table Top Sale with plenty of bargains, games, raffles,
tombolas and refreshments for all. This is norydleld on the first
Saturday of the early May Bank Holiday.

Village Clean-Up and Bulb Planting Daysin order to keep our
village looking cared for.
Any other events suggested by members of the conitywun

OTHER ACTIVITIES IN ACKLINGTON PARISH

Acklington Parish Web Site www.acklingtonparish.org.uk is the
address where the latest information on what isigyan throughout the
whole parish can be found. The web site was sétyufolve-IT’ on behalf
of Acklington Community Team and is maintained bgmfers of ACT.

Acklington Parish Council—Meetings of the Parish Council take
place in the Village Hall. Details of minutes, rtieg dates and times will
be posted on the Village Notice Board and on thkliAgton Parish website
under ‘groups’.

Acklington Women'’s _Institute—Meetings are on the second Tuesday
of the month at 7.15pm. In the village hall. Newmbers and visitors are
welcome to any meeting for only £3, includes a éusupper. Why not go
along for an interesting and entertaining evening a friendly welcome!
01670 760802 for further information or see Pavgibsite.

Acklington Carpet Bowls Club—Carpet Bowling for adults.
Mondays and Wednesdays Sept -March at 7pm in itteger hall— Tel:
01670 760802 and Parish website.

Acklington Art Group —Meet in the Village Hall Thursdays 10am-
12noon—01670 763006 and Parish website.




ACKLINGTON PARISH AMENITIES

Village Hall—Far west end of the village. This is the hearttld
community and a very well used facility. The Hadls wheelchair access, a
large hall with stage, small back room, small kéichstorerooms and toilets
including a disabled toilet. The majority of adti@s and events take place
here, including private parties. The village halhot licensed for alcohol
but it can be brought in, on appropriate occasion$or personal
consumption. To sell alcohol at a private functymu will personally need
to apply for the appropriate licence. Current luost of the hall is £8 per
hour (£4 for the small back room), which includestiag up and clearing
down. Contact 01670 761451. Many fund raisingvaes are arranged
with any profit going towards the upgrading, renowa and upkeep of this
essential amenity. See Acklington Parish website.

St John The Divine C of E Church—Members of all denominations
are very welcome. Vicar: Canon Janet Brearley 81661217, Ordained
Lay Minister Curate: Rev. June Barras 01670 76065Qirchwardens: Ken
Denholm and Bill Rowntree. Services are:- 10.3®armish Eucharist each
week except for the first Sunday of the month wtiere is an 8am service
of Holy Communion followed by a Family Service &.30am. For details
of special services please see notice board irclibech porch. Sunday
School meets every fortnight during School termeSm

Acklington C of E First School—For children upto 9 Years.
admin@acklington.northumberland.sch.uk
Telephone 01670 760335 for all queries includintpilers for school
uniforms. See page 9 for Middle and High Schools.

Parent and Toddler Groups—For pre-school children and held in the
local school every Thursday during term time fra60Oam to 11.15am.
Telephone 01670 760335 for further information. $#&0 Acklington
Parish website.

Rail _Service—One early morning train to Newcastle City Centrel a
return train each evening. Alnmouth Railway Statiapprox 8 miles, runs
many more regular services South and North (NatiBad Enquiries 0845
7484950).




Bus Services-Arriva (518) run every hour to Amble/Alnwick and
Morpeth/Newcastle. Bus stop is at the far eastheivillage just outside the
main estate. Traveline 0870 6082608, www.arrivatmugk or Acklington
Parish website www.acklingtonparish.org.uk undengities’.

The Railway Inn—Which is, would you believe it, near to the Raijwa
Station!. It has holiday cottages and a caravark @670 760320 or
www.railway-inn.co.uk. Also see village notice baar Acklington Parish

website. Open Mon—Sat 1200 to 2pm and 5pm to 11pum 1200 to

10.30pm. They serve food (last orders Mon-Sat 98om 7.30pm) and
have regular, themed and special occasion nights.

Post _Boxes-Acklington Village, main road opposite the Churid in
the village of Guyzance and by Bank House in Gugearihere is also one
just past the corner of the T-Junction in Broonikdgston on the way to
Amble.

Community Magazine—The Pelican—For Warkworth, Acklington
and Guyzance. Has news, information, events dmdrasements for the
local area. Subscription is £4 per annum for Kues each year. Ken
Denholm 01670 760220 is the Acklington/Guyzancedamnbill co-
ordinator.

Bin _Collections—Currently three types of wheelie bins—Recyclable
(Blue), Landfill (Green), Garden refuse (Grey/Brgwnare obtained from
Northumberland County Council (0845 600 6400 or alm
ask@northumberland.gov.uk). Blue (Recyclaplaeiss are free of charge,
green (Landfill/General Rubbish) bins must be pasgu (except new-build
properties) by and remain the property of the owrn@reyBrown (Garden
Compost) bins emptied during March to Novembentaleof approximately
£25, yearly and remain the property of the council.

They are collected as follows:-

Acklington—Blue & Green are collected on alternate Mondays Grey/
Brown on alternate Thursdays.

Cheeveley-Blue and Green are collected on alternate Mond&agsey/
Brown on alternate Thursdays Mar to Nov

Guyzance-Blue and Green are collected on alternate Tuesd&yey/
Brown on alternate Tuesdays Mar to Nov.
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North Broomhill-Blue/Green on alternate Tuesdays. Grey/Brown or
alternate Thursdays Mar to Nov.

LOCAL INFORMATION

Over the next few pages there is some local infitomaand contacts. We
hope this information is accurate and compreherstheugh by the nature
of things there are sure to be omissions, Itaspéd to revise and update the
booklet from time to time.

We have restricted tradesmen to a list of thosewkndocally or “the
nearest” - There is no commercial bias intendedmy way.

VARIOUS BUSINESSES IN ACKLINGTON

See the parish websit@ww.acklingtonparish.org.uk for more detailed
information.

Acklington _Mart. _(sale of farming livestock) - 01670 760331,
www.acklingtonmart.co.uk

Acklington Park Farm. Dairy farm—01670 760360 e-mail:
r.a.howie@btinternet.com

Affinis. Learning by Design business support company-01880966
www.affinislbd.com

Alnwick Marguees. Smart tents for all events—01670
787832/07966175181/0749298857 www.alnwickmarqueaskc

Barking Mad Home from home pet care—01665 575981
www.barkingmad.uk.com/franchisees/tina-young

Bespoke Joinery.Family run business producing a wide range of pote—
01670 760896

Brian_Young Photography. — 01665 713097/0843 2895822/ M; 07881
653938 www.brianyoungphotogaphy.com

Cavil Head Farm. Arable farm—01670 761961

Cart Shed Café & Farm Shop— Cavil Head, Acklington Tel: 01670
762022 e-mail: tanyamcpartland@btconnect.com

Charles Evans. well known international artist who also putsexhibitions
for the local community—01670 760030 www.charlesesaat.com
Chris_Lindsay Carpenter_& Joiner.— 01670 760636 www.yell.com/s/
carpenters+and+joiners-acklington.html

Coal Houses Farm Caravan Park. Caravan Club. Caravans can be storec




on site—01670 760323

Coastal Holiday Cottages A business run from the Old Post Office in
Acklington—01670 761500.

Cottage Holidays near Guyzance Six cottages available—08700781100
Dave Weddell Plasterer.—81670 763064.

David _Forsyth.  Agricultural Merchant (within Acklington Mart) -
07702113954.

Davisons _Garden _Services  All gardening projects tackled—
01665 .581166/5811155

D J Joinery. All joinery work undertaken—01670 763029 / 078718339
East House B & B. www.tiscover.co.uk/east-house-farm: 01665 513022:
e-mail:.easthousebandb@tesco.net—

East House Farm. Beef/Arable Farm and caravan park —-01665 513037.
Handyman Northeast. Home services 01670 760869/07908222627
www.handymannortheast.com

| & M Pearson Ltd. Agricultural Engineers. Selling ironmongery,
domestic hardware, hand/power tools, agriculturgatden machinery and
also repair and rent equipment—01670 760256

Morwick Ice Cream Parlour. Many flavoured ice creams with milk from
their own dairy herd—01665 711210. e-mail: info@wickdairy.co.uk
and www.royaldouble.com

Move Over, Removals and house clearances0845 6035750 www.move
-over.co.uk

Northumbrian _Finance Ltd. Independent Financial advisers —01670
761500 trevorledger@northumbrianfinancial.com

Oscar Pet FoodsRetailer of quality, nutritious pet foods—0167@B0&0

Post Production Paperwork. Post production paperwork for television
programmes—01665 712090 www.postproductionpapénaouk

L Welch Landscape Supplies Providing stone, gravels, fencing materials,
decking, topsoil, turf, etc.—01670 760438. leonaaich@btinternet.com
Wishing Well Cottages Three self-catering cottages run by The Railway
Inn—01670 760320 www.wishingwell John Hallowellages.co.uk
Wrought Ironwork Made by a local craftsman—01670 783716

VISITING TRADERS/BUSINESSES

Mobile  Library —www.northumberland.gov.uk—01670 714371—
07782497874THESE TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE .All visits
by the mobile library are run by Northumberland @guCouncil on every
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third Wednesday . The stopping places, as airtieaf printing, are:-
Acklington Village Hall 2.05pm—2.20pm; Warkworth Junction (Dobson's
Corner) 2.25pm—2.35pm and the junction of Quarryedwe/Acklington
Drive 2.40pm—3.00pm

North Broomhill/Togston The Working Men’s Club (1600—1640) and The
Trap Inn 6.20pm to 6.45pm. Guyzance every 3rd Mgnbut times not
available as at going to print .

Mobile Butcher—‘Meat of Excellence’ visits Acklington and Guyzanc
every Thursday evening - North Broomhill every Tdeg 01670 513447 or
mobile no 07939506874 for further information.

Milkman —01665 602599 or 01670 820530 and 01665 589373.
Ringtons Tea—0800 052 2440 www.ringtons.co.uk calling on Secand
Third Wednesday of each month delivering deliciamsl unusual biscuits
and, of course, tea to your door.

Window Cleaners—Various small businesses operate in the area.

AMENITIES NEAREST TO THE PARISH

Churches

United Reformed Church, Warkworth—01665 6066

Amble Sacred Heart Catholic Church—01665 710252

Amble Methodist Church—01665 713251
Shopping Centres—Hadston has a small precinct with a newsagents
hairdresser, betting shop, Co-op store, pharmageyergl store, small café,
chip shop, Post Office and Community Centre. Red Ras a Chinese Take
-away on the right just before the gradient leadonthe A1068.
Amble is approximately 3 miles away and has mostlisshops including
Butcher, Greengrocer, Fishmonger, Bakery, Co-ope&cb store, Clothes/
Electrical/Shoes/Decorating/Pet/Hardware shopsipowarrestauranfscafes/
takeaways. Amble also has a very popular Sundaykeétieheld on the
Quayside.
Middle _and High Schools—Amble has both Middle and High Schools
(James Calvert Spence College) and come under eadtéacher. They are
known by their address—High School is Acklingtonadp Amble Tel:
01665 710636; Middle School (Amble), South Avenute,SAmble Tel:
01665 710217. They can give you all information wbthe school and
retailers for school uniforms.
Health Centres—You can register with any health centre aroundaiea
but the two nearest ones are—Hadston/Broombhill/Angphrt of the Coquet
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Medical Group) 01670 760229 and Felton 01670 78738Rit of hours
emergency telephone number is 0300 123 4343 or NIMSct on
08454647.
Dental Services—Hadston/Broomhill has an NHS dentist operatindninit
the health centre (Mondays & Fridays). Tel 01680353. Private dentists
operate in Amble and surrounding areas.
Optician—Thompson Opticians are in Amble on 01665 710557.
Veterinary Services—Amble 01665 713111 is part of the Alnorthumbria
Veterinary Group.
Hospitals—Alnwick Infirmary, small A&E 01665 626700. Wansiie
major A&E 0844811.
IT Services— Solve-IT—07971 287 956/01670 790495
Link Tec 01665 713343/07955 846220
North Terminal—01665 712381/07940) 574 155

Funeral Directors—The nearest are:-

Alistair Turner, Amble 01665 712277,

The Co-operative, Amble 01665 710437
Carers __ Northumberland—Improving the lives of carers in
Northumberland—0844 8007354
Jobcentre Plus—0845 6043719. Nearest Centre is Roxburgh Place
Alnwick
Taxi_Services—These firms have been taken from the local telephon
directory/local paper and the web and may not meprehensive:

AA Taxis 01665 606060
Amble Taxis 01665 710988
East Coast Line Taxis 01665 710789
G & R Taxis 01665 710505
Harbour Cabs 01665 712232
Roseworth Private Hire Taxi 01665 603911

Sport/Fitness/Swimming Facilities—Amble has a combined fitness
centre/swimming pool (The Granary Complex) 01665 0721
www.parkleisure.co.uk/granary-leisure-complex .nwick has a combined
fitness and swimming pool (Willowburn Leisure Centi01665 605030
www.northcountryleisure.org.uk/alnwick . Both dfese centres will be
able to advise on other sports/recreation facslitieibs in the surrounding
area.

Garden _Centres—Award winning Heighley Gate 01670 513416
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www.thegardencentregroup.co.uk is just off the/A@B7. Shades of
Green at Ashington, North Seaton Industrial Estate670 850818
www.shades-of-green.co.uk and Longframlington, &amal Rd 01665
570382 www.longframlingtongardens.co.uk and Northéwrk Nursery,
Longhorsley. The Duchess of Northumberland’s maéonally renowned
Alnwick Garden, www.alnwickgarden.com, next to Alok Castle is
worth a visit

Household Waste Recovery CentresThe Lionheart Enterprise Park
at Alnwick on 01670 534047. The rear of TogstomkCin Togston, the
Marina, Hadston, the Car Park at the rear of the Bluebell Pub inbkenand
the Beach Road Car Park in Warkworth all have éa#tycling facilities.
Pest Control—Alnwick District Council—01665 510505.

Adult/Further Education —Dovecote Centre, Amble 01665
Coquet High School, Amble 01665 710636.

Tourist_Information _Centre —Market Square, Amble 01665 712313
www.northumberland.gov.uk . Closed during the etinmhonths

Citizens Advice Bureau—Tuesday to Friday 9.00am to 4pm in the
Fourways Centre, Amble by appointment only— 016687.4/0844 411
1309 www.citizensadvice.org.uk/bureau and CAB QCaghe Hadston,
Druridge Bay Community Centre 01670 516264 Wednesdd®30am—
1230pm—no appointment needed.

Age UK—AInwick 01665 510244 or 0845 1400088
www.ageconcernnorthumberland.org.uk .

Theatre—Alnwick Playhouse 01665 510785 or e-mail:
info@alnwickplayhouse.co.uk or web page: www.alkplayhouse.co.uk .
Arts centre for the whole community.

Royal British _Legion—Bi-monthly Thursday meetings upstairs in the
Memorial Hall, Warkworth—07785753100 www.warkworb.uk
Service, Ex-Service and Civilians are welcome in.jo

Places of Historic __Interest www.heritagebritain.com/
www.toutistinformationnorthumberland.co.uk. There a wealth of castles
to visit in Northumberland including: Warkworth, Mdick, Dunstanburgh
and Bamburgh. You can also see the history of soaing at Woodhorn
Colliery. National Trust properties open to thédluare Cragside, Seaton
Delaval Hall and Wallington

Local Papers—Northumberland Gazette
www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk, The Journal
www.journallive.co.uk , The Chronicle www.chronile.co.uk and
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the Morpeth Herald www.morpethherald.co.uk .

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND COUNCILLORS

Your MP for North Northumberland is The Rt. Hon. Alan BeithP,

Liberal Democrat, living in Berwick - 01665 602901289 330039
alanbeith@berwicklibdems.org.uk, website www.alattberg.uk. Alan

tours his constituency holding ‘mobile surgeries'see local press for
details.

Your District Councillor_lives in Acklington and is

Mr Jeff Watsoron jeffrey.watson@northumberland.gov.uk @7 7554114933

Your Parish Councillors are -
Jeff Newton, Chairman, on 01670 760571/07712486190

David Barras Garry Budge Tommy Corson
Lesley Craig Eddie Critchlow Gerry Orr
Alison Sharpe Leonard Welch

The Parish Clerk is Lisa Hamlin on 01670 783495

COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILS

Northumberland County Council, 01670 533000.

Alnwick District Council, Allerburn House, Denwidkane, Alnwick 01665
510505.

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE

The Quayside, Amble 01665 714695—e-mail:
ambletcclerk@btconnect.com. Office opening howesMonday to Friday
09.30am—12 noon and 1.00pm—3pm.

A SHORT HISTORY OF ACKLINGTON & GUYZANCE

There are differing versions of ho¥cklington got its name. The two most
popular theories both stem from Anglo Saxon timese-stating that it was
the farmstead of Adlac’s people and the other that settlement was
created by Aeccel and his sons. The earliest dentsrseem to suggest the
latter is the more likely with spellings such Asceley, Ackley, Acleytun,
Ackleton, Eclinton and therAcklington.

Guyzanceis more clear-cut. In 1147 a priory was founde@rainshaugh
for nuns who belonged to the PremonstratensianrOrdée chapel ruins
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are still visible (the oldest building in the pdrjsbut all other buildings
survive only as buried foundations. The chapel dedicated to St. Wilfred
of Gysnes and the nearby village adopted the naBwsries which later
became Guyson’ and then changed over the years@uizance” and then
“Guyzance”. Incidentally, Guyzance is one of only two pladesGreat
Britain ending with zance’—the other being Penzance in Cornwall.

The Middle Ages were very difficult and dangeromses for the residents of
both villages. The Scots frequently raided Nortbentand, carrying off
anything of value. The only place of safety neaslag the Norman castle at
Warkworth. In 1316, for example, the Scots (uritierleadership of Robert
The Bruce) devastateticklington by setting fire to the cottages and farms
and stealing crops, sheep and cattle. As a reso#, of Acklington’s farms
lay waste for some years and people were so ne@aibn that they ate cats
and dogs to survive. The position of the villagewss made worse still by
the great Plague which killed one-third of the gapian of England in 1349.
It was this “Black Death” as it was called that Ipmbly marked the end of
the priory atGuyzance In the 18' Century this area (Acklington Village in
particular) had a very bad and unenviable reputafto witchcraft and the
magic arts.

More recentlyAcklington can take great pride in the role it played during
the World Wars. At the beginning of the ™@entury an airfield was
developed and RAF Acklington was established. [A0LRRAF Acklington
made its first mark upon history when three oHtsricane pilots shot down
the first enemy aircraft to crash on English sollhey were led by Flt Lt
Peter Townsend, whose name was later linked withc®ss Margaret. In
June 1940 spitfires flew out of Acklington and as=il in the evacuation of
Dunkirk. On August 18 1940, Acklington’s fighters (together with airaraf
from other airfields on the east coast) enjoyedirthgreatest ever
achievement by shooting down 15 Luftwaffe aircrafa head-on clash over
the North Sea in a raid which turned out to be onthe Battle of Britain’s
most significant encounters. In the late 1940s @audly 1950s Acklington
became the main RAF armament training base witiowarunits passing
through to brush up on their air-to-air firing acacty. Throughout this time
houses were built on the east side of the villageRAF staff and their
families and the population of Acklington more thdoubled. Over the last
decade Acklington has perhaps become best knowitsftwo prisons (HMP
Acklington and HMYOI Castington - which are situéten what once was
part of the airfield) and Acklington Auction Marthweh is one of the leading
agricultural livestock marts in the North East ohgiand. In 2007
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Acklington won the prestigious accolade of beindged Northumberland’s
Village of The Year.

Guyzance on the other hand, has changed little over tlaesyeThe village
itself consists of one small street of facing agats several of which have
previously been used as a school and a joiner&shop. Surrounding the
village is a number of scattered cottages, farmd kmge houses —
Guyzance Hall being the largest. Guyzance Milkumed 19' century
water powered corn and feed mill, is visible frone toad and nearby to
Guyzance Bridge stands a building that was origirtake Acklington Park
Ironworks, and has since been used as a clothpailit factory and private
housing. The dam constructed to power the work®isidered to be one
of the finest 18 century dams in England and was unfortunatelystteeof
the so-called Guyzance Tragedy when ten young essldirowned while
taking part in a training exercise. Guyzance resai picturesque, tranquil
and unspoilt place. It has its own distinctive apecial atmosphere not
mirrored elsewhere in Northumberland and in 2007rightly gained
Conservation Area status.

A much more detailed history of the whole parisim g found on the
parish website;_www.acklingtonparish.org.uk

PRISONS

The Prison service acquired the former airfieldeitlington in 1971 and in
1972 opened the most northerly prisons in the e¢gartHMP Acklington
and HMYOI Castington. Since June 2010 HMYOI Cagtm no longer
houses Juveniles and the two establishments nowsehdlategory C
(Medium/Low) prisoners for convicted adult males;luding lifers. Should
you have any queries then you should write to tlee@or or telephone
01670 762300.

WILDLIFE AND NATURE RESERVES
We are very fortunate in that our surrounding cogside is rich in wildlife.
An occasional deer can be spotted in Station Wdleke are numerous
badger setts around, foxes and hares are pleatifdl on occasions, otters
have been spotted on the Coquet near Warkwortlinafichble Harbour.
The nearby stretch of coast at Druridge Bay is ohthe richest wildlife
sites in the north and the North East’s centrectmrservation. It includes
Hauxley Nature Reserve, Druridge Bay Country Pamkudh of the
restoration of this former opencast area has beamedby British Coal and
its Chairman officially opened the Park in June 29®ruridge Bay Beach,
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Chevington Reed Beds, Druridge Pools, CresswelldPamd the National
Trust Dunes. The whole area is a must for bircetewvith Terns, Snipe,
Redshank, Lapwing, Teal, Mallard, Widgeon, Poch&dldeneye (to name
but a few) all there for the visitor to see.

OPEN CAST MINING
The village has seen three opencast sites comgata the south and east
of the parish. These have now been returned toldad. There is a large
opencast site at Stobswood (on the way to Morpet8litable sites are
always being looked for and assessed for potemtiaing in the future but
Acklington has successfully fought off any bid farther opencast mining in
the immediate area.

MILITARY ACTIVITY
In 1916 there was a Home Defence landing fieldedaBouthfield situated south of
Acklington village and north of Chevington Woodsdabecame known as RAF
Acklington (one of the most important defence alds in the area) officially
opening in January 1938 remaining in service ub®V2 when the south side
became the Prisons. In 1974 the three runways wgped up, making room for
expansion of the Prisons and allowing further opa&st mining, and the helicopters
were moved to Boulmer, 10 miles to the north. Aalton is the only airfield that
has been effectively removed from the map. RARIBer is a vibrant and
dynamic station of Chief of Staff (COS) Operati¢@ps) within Royal Air Force
Strike Command and, having undergone an extenspgemisation programme in
recent years, plays a key role in the homelandndeféasks of the United Kingdom
and is also the home of the ASACS Force Commandidieaters and 'A' Flight
202 Squadron Search and Rescue helicopters. Thee ynachines are often seen
and are frequently in the news.
The North East is ideal for military low flying frang using fast and startlingly
noisy tactical fighter aircraft. It contains somktlee most challenging terrain for
aircrew, has more unrestricted airspace above #,008n many other areas, is
sparsely populated and generally experiences beteather than the rest of the
country. Any complaints regarding low flying shoudd directed t®@207 218 602@r
write to:- Ministry of Defence Directorate of Airt&f, Complaints and
Enquiries Unit Level 5, Zone H, Main Building, Weltall, London SW1A
2HB.
One of the country’s military training areas isiated between Alwinton and
Otterburn in the west of the county. Live Firingrige Liaison Officer—
01912394201/0191 2394227. This is a danger al@sedtto the public apart from
certain Sundays. Military training is suspendethatbing time.
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